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Abstract

Abstract

This study, based on the 2017 China Migrants Dynamic Survey, is grounded in the dual
geographical structure of urban and rural areas and the three-dimensional social spatial theory.
It explores the social adaptation of female migrants within the urban-rural geographical
context and analyzes the impact of urban and rural spatial factors on their social adaptation.

The study findings are as follows: Firstly, female migrants face unique challenges and
adopt distinct strategies in their social adaptation process. Despite their significantly higher
levels of social adaptation compared to males, the mean values of various spatial factors in
urban and rural areas are notably lower for females. Correlation analysis between spatial
factors and social adaptation reveals higher correlation coefficients for females. Regression
analysis on social adaptation of migrants indicates that urban spatial factors have a positive
impact on social adaptation, whereas rural spatial factors exhibit a negative impact, with a
more pronounced effect on female migrants. Furthermore, detailed analysis focusing on the
social adaptation of female migrants reveals that urban spatial factors positively influence
behavioral and psychological adaptation, while the differential impact of urban-rural spatial
factors is evident in cultural adaptation. Lastly, heterogeneous analysis of female migrant
indicates that urban-rural spatial factors have heterogeneous effects on the social adaptation of
female migrants engaged and not engaged in occupational labor, but common characteristics
also exist. Urban material and living spaces positively influence social adaptation for all
female migrants, whereas the negative impact of rural living spaces on the social adaptation of
female migrants engaged in occupational labor is not significant. Additionally,
intergenerational heterogeneous analysis of female migrant shows that the differential impact
of urban-rural spatial factors on social adaptation is significant among young and middle-aged
groups but not among elderly female migrants.

Based on the findings above, this study suggests the necessity of providing a more
equitable social environment for female migrants and safeguarding their spatial rights.
Governments should not only focus on urban-rural disparities and gender equality but also
need to pay attention to the role and function of female migrants as participants and promoters
in the institutional space. Improvements in urban and rural infrastructure, along with the
provision of safer living environments, the establishment of childcare facilities and services,
and the creation of more inclusive and caring social physical spaces are needed to promote
gender equality in family, work, and life needs. Urban and rural should maintain a diversified
perspective, focusing on the social activities and digital needs of elderly female migrants.
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Governments in both urban and rural areas should preserve and optimize public living spaces,
promote cultural confidence and identity, establish the communication bridge, and help

female migrants establish broader social networks and engage in deeper cultural exchanges.

Key Words: Social adaptation; Female migrants; Urban-rural geographical structure;

Social spatial theory
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