Abstract

This dissertation is to analyze the contradictory image of Severus Snape in Harry
Potter, a double spy wizard in the magic world. This paper analyzes Professor
Snape’s image from two aspects: his external image and his inner world. On one hand,
Severus Snape’s external image reflects his inner world and character partially, on the
other hand, his inner world and character decides his external hand performance.
However, Snape’s external image is not all the demonstration of his inner world, nor
all decided by his character. This is contradiction of Severus Snape character.

Severus Snape’s external image and inner world are mutual reflected. This paper
i1s written by the way of flashback, first it reveals his contradictory two aspects:
external image and inner world, and second it analyzes his character emphatically.
Finally, it not only comes to the conclusion of his contradictory image, but also
reveals how the author spread this character’s development in the works and this
role’s important meaning as a bridge.
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1. Introduction

1.1 Topic and its significance

As we all know that everything in the world is contradictory, events, objects, animals, even
human beings. It can also say that everything has two sides. For examples, (1)Pethidine is a kind
of medicine which is used to relief patients’ pain, while it is excessively used by common people,
it becoming a kind of drug; (2)explosives is used to improve people’s work efficiency by
exploding dilapidated buildings and old bridges. So it seems, each role of the works also has its
two sides. The surface of a character in the works is not necessarily the image of his true image.
Take the role Quasimodo, which is from Victor Hugo’s great work Notre Dame DE Paris for an
instance. Quasimodo is a deformed and ugly hunchback who is a bellringer at the cathedral of
Notre Dame during the reign of Louis XI. The two sides of Quasimodo, are his ugly appearance
and his good heart. Though he has an appearance which 1s cannot bear to see, he has a kind heart
to rescue a gypsy girl Eameralda. He even dies for rescuing her from an abductor near the end of
the book.

This theory is also applied when it comes to J.K. Rowling’s works, which including seven
books Harry Potter and The Sorcerer s Stone, Harry Potter and The Chamber s Secrets, Harry
Potter and The Prisoner of Azkaban, Harry Potter and The Goblet of Fire, Harry Potter and The
Order of Phoenix, Harry Potter and The Half Blood of Prince, Harry Potter and The Death
Hallows, creating a tend of magic reading in different ages. Apart from the friangle’ hot
mention, who have very high popularity in young readers, Severus Snape is a character with cold
appearance but the indispensable one.

There is a saying that one hundred readers have one hundred Hamlet. Snape is so key and
important in my eyes because of his demonstration of a great contradiction. Rowling’s books
succeed integrating tradictionality and modernization. As the literary critic Berstein says. In one
hand, the contrast of tradictionlity and modernization is performance in Snape’s great sacrifice.
The modern society is a benefit maximization society. Each thinks for himself and his benefit.
(1)The Xiao Yueyue event happened in Foshan city, has revealed people’s indifference in
nowadays; several person passed by Xiao Yueyue but even not rescued her and took her to the
hospital; (2) many old people would fell off on the road, and few people would go to lift them up
for the reason that they are afraid of being framed to hit the old man. They might just think about
their own, inconsiderating of old men’s life and death. Not like these people in modern society,
Snape sacrificed himself for the justice world so far to end, leaving his reputation, his own
emotion and his family behind. In my eyes, he is the real big hero, an unsung hero and the one

who dare to sacrifice himself in Rolwing books.



It has a great significance to write this title to reveal Snape’s contradiction, which contains
the bad surface and a real good essence, so that to alert common people do not forget to think for

others and help them whenever and wherever.

1.2 Writing background

J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Sorcerer s Stone was published in 1998. Since then the
series, including Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets in 1999, Harry Potter and the
Prisoner of Azkaban in 1999, Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire in 2000, Harry Potter and the
Order of Phoenix in 2003, Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince in 2005 and Harry Potter and
the Death Hallows in 2007, has been attractive to readers all over the globe. The magical world
in those best sellers not only amazes readers of all ages but also brings Rowling great fortune,
fame and awards. The scholastic Press reports on its website that all seven books have been on
the New York TimesBest Seller List. In the United States, there are 80 million copies of Harry
Potter and the Sorcerer s Stone in print. Besides, Harry Potter books have won awards such as
the Hugo Award, the Bram Stocker Award, a special commendation for the Anne Spencer
Lindbergh Prize, a special certificate of being a three-year winner of the Smarties Prize, as well
as many other honors. The Press describes this publishing phenomenon as a mania of reading.
The Harry Potter books create a fantastic inspiration for children readers, and the popularity of
the Harry Potter books shows the social impact the series had.

Rowling’s books stem from traditional fairy tales. However, they are modernized. The
familiarity of the plots, the characterization of the protagonists and antagonist lead the readers
comfortably into Harry Pottefs magical world.

Harry’s story, in other words, with its early images of alienation, rejection, loneliness and
powerlessness leading to its classically fairy tale ending, contains the same basic message that
Bettelheim described inThe Uses of Enchantment. It is that a struggle against severe difficulties
in life unavoidable, is an intrinsic part of human existence—but that if one does not shy away,
but steadfastly meets unexpected and often unjust hardships, one masters all obstacles and at the
end emerges victorious(Bernstein).

Besides containing some of the traditional elements, such as the adventures of an orphan
hero, Rowling’s tales appeal to modern thought. The background of not a forest, but a wizarding
world, a parody of the readers’ real world, in which has schools, railway station, banks and stores,
people do their own work to earn money just like us common people in modern society. There
also existence bad person or the good guy—Volderment killing people so that he can find
hallows to obtain the life just like some crime killing for money; there are famous people or
some offers silently, such as Harry Potter or Severus Snape.

Rowling’s books also succeed in the revelation of mystery. She arranges witches and



wizards to be both antagonists and protagonists. She tells us how witches and wizards are
cultivated, including the selection of the wizards, the schooling they received and regulations
they have to obey. She vividly describes the wizarding world, such as Hogwarts and Diagon
Alley. We can see where witches and wizards associate with each others, and what buildings
there are to house them in.

Rowling’s books also reveal character’s contradiction. The characters are full of
contradictions everywhere in Rowling’s books. Volderment’s paradox is that his death with his
new born; Harry’s paradox is that the weak of his spell with his mother’s strong love. The largest
paradox character is Severus Snape, who is described as a marblehearted person with Death
Eater sign on his arm, however he is reused by principal. On the other hand, he is member of the

phoenix but he has killed Albus Dumbledore, the strongest resistant to Voldemort.

1.3 Literature reviews

Since the reading fanaticism has been lifted all over the world, a series related studies of
Harry Potter books have been written in domestic or foreign. These researches cover many
aspects including translations, values, heroism of characters, functions, ect.

These studies rise initially in abroad first, and have the trend of spread as Harry Potter
books publication has successively. For instance, among the foreign studies, Bamdas, Joann
Tucker (2002) studied the imagination at working improving adult literacy with the Harry Potter
novels, which analysis feelings and reflections after reading Harry Potter books and then provide
some proposes that tell adults how to read to improve their literacy; Main, Meredith Ann (2005)
constructed the child in the Chronicles of Narnia and Harry Potter, which compares how those
children overcome difficulties in order to fulfill their commissions; Noren, Mary Elizabeth (2007)
proved the myth and the modern world view in J K. Rowling’s Harry Potter beneath the
invisibility clock, which reveals some modern views reflected in books; and Muddiman, Ashley
(2007) studied Harry Potter and the public relations phenomenon; Lennard, Anthony(2007)
learned Harry Potter and the quest for values, how the boy wizard can assist young people in
making choices; Green, Covey Jordan investigated existentialism in Harry Potter.

Besides these foreign researches, there also a large amount of studies related to Harry
Potter books written by either English majors or non-English majors in recent years. Such as #
i (2009). FME&EEZ (2010) engaged in the Gothic technology in Harry Potter books, showing
how Gothic is used to build atmosphere in the books. And others like & (2009). A=
(2008) investigated the Harry Potter series from female perspective and feminism. #f % 3¢
(2008) made studies on the translation of rhetorical devices of Harry Potter books, interpreting
that how rhetoric is used in books to improve the abstraction. 4 g (2005), Kz (2006)

conducted diversified initiation theme in books, such as theme of home, society, and adolescent.



ZoT8 (2009). E# T (2011) studied internal relationship between Harry Potter books and his
western tradition, like prototype motif of the bible, while #& & 5 (2007) learned the death and
afterlife which emerges on many people like Harry, ¥ldemort, Sirius Black, Ablus Dumbledore,
and Severus Snape.

Through the researches mentioned above, we can see that the previous studies about Harry
Potter books concentrated on the analysis of the works itself, such as technique and translation,
or the theme and value, like hero, initiation. However, few people concern with the characters,
especially the image of character. Due to this reason, I develop in the studies of character image

of Severus Snape, a non-leading role but a key one.

2. Image Analysis of Severus Snape

2.1 Snape’s external image

Each character’s image description in every book is the most intuitive description to all

readers. As a rule, what description the author setup to the role, what kind of inner world and



personalities the role reflects. In the series books of Harry Potter , not mention the plot, Severus
Snape is the most unique role except Harry Potter under the image description in readers’ eyes.
There, to analyze Snape’s contradiction is to analyze his external image first, so as to dissect the
contradiction more clearly.

2.1.1 A hardhearted and slovenly teacher

When it comes to Severus Snape, it first comes to his name. Character names in Harry
Potter are carefully chosen nor to be lifelike but rather to color out understanding of various
characters’ social ranks and personalities. This technique is closer to caricature than to realism
and gives each character a larger-than-life, mythical feel. Snape is no exception, whose name is
come from the word $nap”, meaning Breaking something suddenly with a sharp noise, or
speaking saying something in an impatient, usually angry, voice” (Oxford: 2004:1659),
associating him not only with unfair snap judgments of others but also with his violent intentions
to snap the bones of his enemies.

Most of the series works of Harry Potter are set out to write from Harry’s visual, giving
readers to the side of feeling. The first appearance of Severus Snape and his facial description are
coming Harry’s eyes. When Harry came to Hogwarts, there, in the hall, he saw Professor Snape:

Professor Quirrell, in his absurd turban, was talking to a teacher with greasy black
hair, a hooked nose, and sallow skin.

It happened very suddenly. The hooke-nosed teacher looked past Quirrell’s turban
straight into Harry’s eyes—and a sharp, hot pain shot across the scar on Harry’s
forehead(J.K. Rowling 1997: 77).

The first description of Snape was an indication of Snape’s cold personality. First, the
school opening ceremony is a very festive occasion, in where both professors and students were
enjoying eating and drinking, laughing, only him, Professor Snape, closing his face, without
talking or laughing. Second, the first description showed that he had a greasy and black hair. The
word black, was usually mean unfriendliness. Besides, he had a hook-nosed, which was often a
symbol of sharpness.

Snape’s hard-heart mainly display in his strict requirements to his students especially some
bewilders to Harry. His strictness was sent out from inside to outside. He spoke in barely more
than a whisper, but they caught every word—Tlike Professor McGonagall, Snape had the gift of
keeping a class silent without effort (J.K. Rowling 1997: 83). There 1s a saying that eyes are the
windows of the soul. Except his voice, his eye also can make students feel cold. His eyes were
black like Hagrid’s, but they had none of Hagrid’s warmth. They were cold and empty and make
you think of dark tunnels (J.K. Rowling 1997: 83).

Harry and Professor Snape’s first confrontation occurred in their first potion class. The first

words Snape said to Harry was 4h, yes, Harry Potter, our new—celebrity ” when he started the
p y y y y



class by taking the roll call, and paused at Harry’s name. It can obviously feel that Profess
Snape’s ridicules to Harry, which foreshadowing his bewilders, asking Harry a professional
question in the defenseless situation What would I get if I added powered root of asphodel to an
infusion of wormwood?” Off course Harry could not answer this questions, He was just a kid
brought up in muggle world and just contacted this magic world. But just look Professor Snape’s
response. Iis lips curled into a sneer, said, tut, tut—fame clearly isn’t everything” (J.K.
Rowling 1997: 84). Apparently, Snape showed his hatred involuntarily and intentionally create
difficulties to Harry, a kind of his hard-heart and indifference.

In addition to creating difficulties, Snape’s indifference was showing in his schadenfreude
to Harry and his friend. In Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets, Harry and his friend Ron
were missed the train back to Hogwarts. Under helplessness, they could only droved Mt.
Weasley'’s car, a car with magic, flying back to school. Unfortunately, the flying car was saw by
muggles and finally droved into trees in Hogwarts. When they crept to the hall, where the school
opening ceremony was holding, they were caught by Professor Snape.

Harry spun around. There, his black robes rippling in a cold breeze, stood Severus
Snape. He was a thin man with sallow skin, a hooked nose, and greasy,
shoulder-length black hair, and at this moment, he was smiling in a way that told
Harry and Ron were in very deep trouble(J.K. Rowling 1999: 44).

There was a knock on the office door and Snape, now looking happier than ever,
opened it. There stood the headmaster, Professor Dumbledore.

According to the common sense, a teacher would be very shocked and angry when he saw
students break rules, driving a flying car, destroying a precious tree. On the contrary, Snape did
not break into a furious rage, but showed a cheerful expression, especially seeing that
headmaster came to deal with this case. Thinking back to his hatred to Harry, it was easy to see
that Snape was schadenfreuded to see Harry had broken school rules and to be punished.

All in all, Severus Snape was an odd professor who had indifference and cold expression, a
slovenly dressing, greasy long black hair, and a sallow face.Such a kind of external image always
caused students’ disgust and dislike. Under such a situation, Harry Potter and other students were
easily not regarded him as a good guy. What’s more Snape’s cool and gloomy appearance also
made readers more random thoughts, guessing what kind of motive had him hided under his
external image. The author J.K. Rowling made this unique appearance of Snape was not only to
attract readers but also setup a suspense about Severus Snape’s plot development, which making
this role more zetetic.

2.1.2 The mysterious Snape
It had to mention Severus Snape’s mystery when it had analyzed his indifference and cool

image above. Obviously, Snape were first regarded as a role who had impure motives both by the



readers and Harry Potter. His mystery and stealthy behaviors were seemed to further confirm
readers guess. Snape’s mystery was served as a foil to his indifference from the other hand.
Snape’s mystery and indifference were coexistence and influenced mutually, forming this role’s
unique.

The Potion Professor, Severus Snape, was not only an indifference teacher who would bully
students except those Slytherins, but also a mysterious teacher whose whereabouts were tricky.

In the first book s Stone, Harry found that Professor Snape
was usually free and alone by meeting him by chance doing something unknown. For example,
Harry happened found that Snape’s leg was hurt, after the three-head dog was run away in
Halloween.

Snape and Filch were inside, alone. Snape was holding his robes above his knees. One
of his legs was bloody and mangled. Filch was handing Snape bandages.
Harry tried to shut the door quietly, but—

POTTER!”
Snape’s face was twisted with fury as he dropped his robes quickly to hide his leg.
Harry gulped(J.K. Rowling 1997: 112).

This paragraph had showed how angry was Snape when he learned that Harry had found his
wound. But he was so angry, and why he would not want others know his wound. It was not hard
to infer from Snape’s reaction that Snape may be did something bad.

This kind of examples was not only this one. In the Quidditch match, when Harry was
flying in the high sky to catch a ball. Ron grabbed the binoculars. Snape was in the middle of
the stands opposite them. He had his eyes fixed on Harry and was muttering nonstop under his
breath. And the next Quidditch match, Snape was the referee, which shocked everyone, making
other professors and students thought that he was tried every excuse to make Gryffindor lose the
match. Besides these, there was another scene showed Snape€’s mystery.

A hooded figure came swiftly down the front steps of the castle. Clearly not wanting to
be seen, it walked as fast as possible toward the forbidden forest. Harry’s victory fades
from hid mind as he watched. He recognized the figure’s prowling walk. Snape, was
sneaking into the forest while everyone else was at dinner—what was going on (J.K.
Rowling 1997: 138)?

Even though in Harry Potter and the Sorcerer s Stone, Snape did everything mentioned
above was to protect Harry and to make clear what conspiracy was planning in the castle. But his
personality of taciturnity and non-explain gave readers and others characters a kind of mystery,
making people regarded him as a negative character.

Of course, the key thing made this role bring into mysteries was not his tricky whereabouts

but his ture identity. In Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, showed his Dark Mark to minister
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