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Research on the Arrangement of Arbitrary Reference Usage of

Interrogative Pronouns in Chinese Comprehensive Textbooks of
TCSOL

Abstact

There are various forms of expressions for the arbitrary reference usage of the
interrogative pronouns, which are used frequently in daily communicative situations.
Teaching materials are an important medium for teachers to teach and an important
tool for learners to use in their learning. The design of the textbook is one of the
factors that affects the ability of learners to master the arbitrary reference usage of the
interrogative pronouns.

This paper takes the use of the arbitrary reference usage of the interrogative
pronouns in "Boya Chinese"(2nd edition), “Developing Chinese” (2nd edition) and
"HSK Standard Course" as the object of this study, using a combination of
quantitative research and comparative analysis to examine the features of the
interrogative pronouns in this three sets of textbooks in terms of interpretation,
exercise arrangement and recurrence, and to make suggestions for the development of
the textbooks.

The study found that firstly this three sets of textbooks are arranged in a
generally consistent order, all explaining the most typical grammatical form of the
arbitrary reference usage of the interrogative pronouns first. Only "Developing
Chinese" (2nd edition) distinguishes the difference between "Dou" and "Ye"; except
for the HSK Standard Course, which explains the grammatical form “conjunction +
interrogative pronoun + adverb”, the other two sets of textbooks show this
grammatical form just in the example sentences. All three textbooks present sentences
which contain the grammatical form “conjunctive + interrogative pronoun” but none
of them provide an explanation of this grammatical form. Secondly all three sets of

textbooks practise the arbitrary reference usage of the interrogative pronouns in the



elementary and intermediate levels, but less in the advanced level; they all give plenty
of practice with the structure “interrogative pronoun + adverb”. In terms of the types
of exercises, all three sets of textbooks focus on comprehension exercises. Finally, in
terms of recurrence, the three sets of textbooks have too few recurrences of the
"interrogative pronoun + interrogative pronoun" structure, and "Boya Chinese" has
long recurrence intervals.

Based on the above study, this paper suggests three aspects of interpretation,
exercise design and recurrence for the use of question pronouns in international
Chinese textbooks. First, explain “interrogative pronoun + Dou” and "interrogative
pronoun + Ye" separately, and give the corresponding example sentences. Secondly,
design different types of exercises for different grammar formats, such as forming
sentences and correcting sentences, and adjust the proportion of exercises in each
stage of the textbook. Thirdly, reproduce the different grammatical formats in the
textbook according to their order of interpretation.

It is expected that the results of this study of the three sets of textbooks and the
corresponding suggestions will be useful for the development of Chinese textbooks
on the arbitrary reference usage of the interrogative pronouns, making Chinese

textbooks serve better for Chinese language teaching.

Key words:
the arbitrary reference usage of interrogative pronouns, arrangement, Chinese

comprehensive textbooks
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