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(2024-WriL 7 ¥% - —#) The day I met Hani Irmawati, she stood alone in the parking lot of the International
school, a shy seventeen-year-old in worn clothing. Despite the school’s policy against Indonesian students, she
approached me, begging to improve her English. When I inquired about her motivation, expecting a local job
search, she quietly expressed her dream of attending an American university.

Moved by her determination, I volunteered to help her after school. Each day, Hani woke at dawn, studying

on the bus to her public high school, then joining me in the afternoon, exhausted but eager to learn. Despite her
struggles with college-level English, her perseverance amazed me.

Hani’s family lived modestly, her parents working as a custodian and a maid. Their income couldn’t support
her American university aspirations, dampening my initial optimism.

In December 1998, a scholarship opportunity arose, but upon reviewing the requirements, I despaired. Hani
lacked the extracurricular experience and standardized test scores typical of applicants. Despite my
discouragement, she remained resolute, asking me to submit her application. Unable to refuse, I completed the
application, highlighting her courage and perseverance. I warned her of slim acceptance odds, but she remained
steadfast.

In the following weeks, Hani intensified her English studies, and I arranged for her to take the Test of
English Fluency. The computerized test posed a significant challenge for her. Just before departing for the test, she
received a letter from the scholarship association. I began reading the letter with her, only to discover she’d been
accepted.

Overjoyed, I celebrated while Hani stood quietly, perhaps bewildered by my shock. In that moment, I
realized what Hani had known all along: success requires not just intelligence, but also the drive to persevere and
the courage to believe in oneself.

1. What motivated Hani to improve her English?
A. Pressure from family members. B. Curiosity about foreign languages.
C. Job prospects in the local community.  D. Ambition of entering an American university.
2. What can we infer about the difficulties that Hani had?
A. Hani’s parents were unsupportive of her dream.
B. Hani was uninterested in extracurricular activities.
C. Hani’s application form was not submitted on time.
D. Hani was not academically qualified for the scholarship.
3. How did the author likely feel upon discovering Hani’s acceptance to the scholarship?
A. Surprised and proud. B. Relieved but envious.
C. Touched and honored. D. Shocked but concerned.
4. Which of the following is the best title for the text?
A. From Shyness to Success B. A Scholar’s Journey

C. The Power of Perseverance D. Hani’s Unrealistic Dream
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(2024-WriL 3% >4 —#%) 1 have always been proud of my handwriting, a skill I was taught in grade school.
The teacher was teaching us the Palmer Penmanship Method, drilling into us the importance of forming big
flowing lines when we wrote g’s and s’s as well as beautiful f’s that in my mind were like fairy tale princesses
wearing fancy hats while extending their right foot. We were strictly prohibited from using block letters on our
homework, as they lack the beauty.

Now it becomes apparent that young people no longer learn cursive(*« 13). They type everything, mostly on
their phones. Beautiful handwriting is a thing of the past. This has become a source of great sadness among
traditionalists.

But recently something happened that shook my faith in cursive. To my complete disbelief, not one but two
of my close friends complained about the handwriting on my postcards. They were grateful for the beautiful
postcards I regularly sent, but they said they honestly couldn't read a thing I had written. One friend went so far as
to ask if I could use block letters next time so that she could understand what [ was writing.

Initially, I was angry. I had made the effort to cover an entire postcard with what I viewed as not just
handwriting but calligraphy. But then I showed an English friend a postcard I'd just written, and he said that the
only thing that was readily understandable was the letters “U. S. A. ” The rest of it, he politely suggested, looked
like “chicken scrawl”.

Looking at the postcard dispassionately, I unwillingly admit that he has a point. All the m’s and n’s run
together, and the 1’s look like I’s. The a’s are indistinguishable from the q’s. So, from now on, I'm taking their
advice and using block letters to communicate.

In fact, I just now sent an old friend a postcard. But this time, I simply wrote—in big block letters:

DEAR ALICE:



HIL
JOE.
I hope she gets the message.

5. What do we know about the Palmer Penmanship Method?
A. Itis characterized by big flowing lines. B. It is rarely appreciated by traditionalists.
C. It was not allowed in students’homework.D. It is viewed as a trend in handwriting styles.
6. What weakened the writer’s belief in cursive?
A. The popularity of block letters in recent times.
B. The younger generation’s disinterest in cursive.
C. His friends’ failure to comprehend his postcards.
D. His English friend's suggestion on postcard design.
7. Why did the writer switch to block letters for communication?
A. To deliver his message clearly. B. To improve his handwriting skills.
C. To win praise from his friends. D. To show his passion for calligraphy.
8. What is the text mainly about?
A. The wide use of cursive. B. The sad decline of cursive.

C. The value of preserving cursive. D. The technique of writing in cursive.
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(2024- WL & - —4) In the early 19th century, New England farmers, tired of wrestling with their poor
land, journeyed to the Midwest. In states like Illinois and Iowa, they found rich, black soil. Unfortunately, many
soon felt like thirsty sailors in the middle of the ocean—water everywhere but not a drop to drink. They were

surrounded by fertile soil, but had to stop every few seconds to remove the sticky dirt off their iron plows (%) with
large wooden paddles. This dilemma caught the attention of John Deere, a blacksmith who moved to Illinois in
1836.

Deere decided to look into the problem. From his previous work on plows, he knew that dirt was less likely to
stick to highly polished metal. That thought was in the back of his mind when he visited a sawmill (%% A ) ) in
1837 and noticed a broken saw made of steel. Deere brought it home and began making a better plow. The plow he
wanted would have to cut deep into the soil at a sharp angle so that dirt would fall off, yet it could not put too
much burden on the horses pulling it. After several experiments, Deere constructed a new plow that featured wood
handles. It proved a success. Unlike the old iron plows, Deere’s not only had a blade from which dirt fell away
cleanly, but it also turned the soil more efficiently and quickly.

Demand for Deere’s plows increased sharply, but production was limited by the shortage of polished steel.
Initially, Deere could only produce a few plows each year. However, Deere’s persistence paid off as he sourced
cheaper steel from Pittsburgh. Amazingly, in 1857, his company manufactured and sold 10, 000 plows!

Deere, a perfectionist, continually improved his plows, introducing multiple new versions in a single year.
While this slowed down his production ability, it ensured Deere a solid reputation among his customers. Deere
plows became world famous in the 1870s when they outshone the competition in a demonstration in France. That
same decade, his company built its first riding plow and designed the leaping deer as its trademark.

9. What was the main problem the newly settled farmers met?
A. A shortage of fresh water. B. A lack of rich farming land.
C. The trouble in handling the soil on plows. D. The difficulty of growing plants in season.
10. Which aspect of the new plow does paragraph 2 focus on?
A. Its unique features. B. Its operating method.
C. Its invention process. D. Its working efficiency.
11. The last paragraph is mainly about Deere plows’

A. wide recognition B. marketing strategy

C. technical standards D. production challenges
12. Which of the following is the best title for the text?

A. A Famed Farmer B. A Successful Company

C. A Sticky Problem D . A Historical Experiment
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soon felt like thirsty sailors in the middle of the ocean—water everywhere but not a drop to drink. They were
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(2024 )7 Z= )" M- —#) Occasionally, doctors become patients too. While I wouldn’t wish ill-health on
anyone, it can be an inspiring lesson for medical professionals to suddenly be on the other side.

This happened to me a few months ago when I had a kidney stone, which had decided to make its unwelcome
presence known in a rather romantic fashion just as I was going out for dinner. The pain came from absolutely
nowhere but within minutes [ was incapacitated. I was quite taken aback by how astonishingly painful it was.

As a doctor, I initially refused to believe that anything was seriously wrong, because I have witnessed
countless individuals come to the emergency room convinced they are dying only for nothing more than trapped
wind and then creep (% T 1) out as they burp (1) loudly and the pain disappears. However, the unbearable
pain continued to exist, forcing me to acknowledge that this was indeed more than just a stubborn burp,

I was particularly pleased to read afterwards in a medical textbook that renal colic, as the pain is known, is the
“most painful event a person can endure, often described as being worse than childbirth”. It’s no wonder chronic (
2 P£ 1) pain drives people mad. While doctors talk about pain and its management, it’s hard to put into words
how exhausting it really is until you’ve experienced it for yourself.

During my time in hospital, I interacted with numerous doctors, each exhibiting professionalism and kindness

but one stuck out in my mind. He was actually the most junior of them all, but something about his manner was
incredibly calming and comforting. Whenever he came to my bed to speak to me, he knelt down so he was at my
eye level. This simple act rid me of the stress that other healthcare professionals unintentionally projected. Just
kneeling down made all the difference.

Experiencing the role reversal of doctor-turned-patient provided me with profound insights into the realities
of pain and effective patient care.
13. What does the underlined phrase taken aback in paragraph 2 mean?

A. Shocked. B. Impressed. C. Annoyed. D. Moved.
14. What did the author initially think of those patients in the emergency room?

A. Pitiful. B. Understandable. =~ C. Embarrassing. D. Ridiculous.
15. What impressed the author most during his stay in hospital?

A. The intense pain caused by the kidney stone. B. A small gesture bringing ease and relief.

C. Stress caused by the healthcare workers. D. Doctors with professionalism and kindness.
16. What lesson did the author learn from this experience?

A. Experience must be bought. B. Actions speak louder than words.

C. Putyourself in someone else’s shoes. D. Health is not valued till sickness comes.

[%4%)113. A 14. D 15. B 16. C
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(2024-)" #7285 For nearly two decades, a thin, sun-burnt postal worker could frequently be seen

carrying packages along a dangerous mountain trail in the Taihang Mountains.

The 10-kilometer-long route, which is between 20 centimeters and 1 meter wide, is known as the “cat road”
by locals, meaning that it is so dangerous that only cats could walk on it. Whereas, Zhao Yuefang, a postal worker
in Ewu township in Huguan county, Shanxi province, had to walk the route every day to deliver mail.

Every day at the crack of dawn, he would start his journey along the “cat road”. From picking up the day’s
post to delivering it to villagers and returning along the same route, it took Zhao four days. During rainy and
snowy seasons, the mountain road, part of which hugs the cliffs, would become slippery and dangerous. One day
in the winter of 2003, the “cat road” was covered in thick snow and he slipped off the trail. Fortunately, he was

able to stop his sharp descent by grabbing a tree branch and slowly managed to climb to safety.
By 2012, Zhao had walked more than 300,000 km and delivered over 800,000 pieces of mail. Born and

raised in the deep mountains, Zhao truly understands the significance of mail deliveries to villagers. “They depend
on the mail to keep in touch with the outside world,” he said. “Their sheer joy written on their face while receiving
any post struck me,” he added.

In 2012, a 67-km-long tourist highway was built and gone were those days when Zhao risked his life to



walk on the “cat road”. But Zhao was even busier than before. “The number of packages I handle daily now
exceeds the number I used to deal with in the past,” said Zhao, adding that villagers are turning to online shopping
and ordering more and more goods by post.

17. Why is the mountain trail referred to as “cat road”?

A. It’s shaped like a cat. B. It’s intended for cats.

C. Itis too narrow and risky. D. It rains cats and dogs there.
18. What does the word “descent” in paragraph 3 mean?

A. Fall. B. Pain.

C. Turn. D. Landing.
19. According to the passage, which words can best describe Zhao?

A. Persistent and dedicated. B. Diligent and ambitious.

C. Considerate and confident. D. Courageous and generous.
20. What has always motivated Zhao’s enthusiasm for his job?

A. The villagers’ respect for him.

B. His being born and raised there.

C. Today’s huge number of the packages.

D. The value of the deliveries to the locals.
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(20247 ZR #EVT - 8D Lexi is just a little girl from Canada who found herself in a heart-stopping
situation. It started off as a normal car trip. Angela Shymanski, Lexi’s mom, was at the wheel, navigating the
tricky roads of the Rockies with her daughter Lexi and her baby Peter in the car. An unexpected animal ran into
the road. Angela
swerved (%€ 2R ¥ 1] ) to avoid the animal. Unfortunately, their car was off the road, falling down a steep
embankment (#32).

The crash was nothing short of terrifying. Angela ended up with a broken back. She was unconscious, and
unable to help her babies. Meanwhile, baby Peter’s cries echoed in the chaos. But Lexi, only five years old, didn’t
freeze. Instead, she showed courage that would leave many grown-ups in awe.

She quickly jumped into action. The little girl, without even shoes on her feet, wrestled free from her seatbelt
and climbed the 40-foot embankment. Once she reached the top, Lexi did everything she could to flag down a
passing car in order to get help for her mom and brother.

Lexi’s insistence finally paid off. A car stopped, and the people inside didn’t hesitate to help her call for
emergency services. When the paramedics (372 A 511) arrived, they found Angela in a severe state, and her heart
had stopped. Thankfully, they managed to bring her back.

Lexi’s dad, reflecting on the incident, couldn’t help but be amazed by his daughter’s bravery. He stressed how
important it is for kids to be prepared for emergencies, shocked at how Lexi remembered and acted on what she
had been taught. It’s a powerful reminder of what kids can do when push comes to shove.

And Lexi’s heroism didn’t go unnoticed. She was awarded a Bronze Medal for Bravery by the police. But for
the Shymanskis, the real prize was being back in each other’s arms, safe and sound.

21. What caused the accident?

A. The tough road. B. The children’s noise.

C. A car that suddenly swerved. D. An animal appearing suddenly.
22. What was Lexi’s first move after the accident?

A. Putting on her shoes. B. Managing to get out of the car.

C. Flagging down a passing car. D. Scaling the 40-foot embankment.
23. What can we learn about Lexi from paragraph 5?

A. Her heroic action deserved recognition. B. Her dad knew her daughter well enough.

C. She had learned how to deal with emergencies. ~ D. It was important for her to face some emergencies.
24. Which of the following can best describe Lexi?

A. Brave and honest. B. Calm and courageous.

C. Thoughtful but stubborn. D . Caring but naughty.
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