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With the winter holiday on the way and time on your hands, you might be looking for
something to read. The following are four great books for you.

The Bright Side

Chad Otis is an author and illustrator. His new book, The Bright Side, is about finding hope in
desperate situations. Its hero is a boy who lives with his family in an old school bus because they
can’t afford to live anywhere else. This is something Otis experienced when he was a kid. He wants
kids who are going through similar struggles to know, “You are not alone. Stay strong. Stay
optimistic.”

Bunheads

In Bunheads, Misty Copeland tells the story of how she fell in love with dance. As a girl.
Copeland was shy and afraid of talking in front of people. Dance helped her get past her fears.
“Ballet gave me a language to communicate in a way that worked for me,” she told TFK. “Ballet
allowed me to speak... through my body.”

Little Daymond Learns to Earn

Linle Daymond Learns to Ear n teaches kids about money. It’s by Daymond John, who is one
of the stars of Shark Tank. With a little creativity and the help of his friends, little Daymond starts a
small business. “Every single business that you create does one thing— I t finds solutions to
problems in life,” he says.

Facts vs. Opinions vs. Robots

What’s the difference between a fact and an opinion? Sometimes, it can be hard to tell them
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apart. Facts vs. Opinions vs. Robots is a new picture book. It teaches kids about facts and

opinions. The book uses robots to show the difference between the two. Michael Rex wrote and
illustrated the book, in which he asks questions of the reader.

1. What is Chad Otis’s purpose in writing The Bright Side?
A. To teach some life skills. B. To share his life story.
C. To inspire kids in difficulty. D. To help kids to make money.
2. What does Daymond John think all companies have in common?
A. They put profit first. B. They launch new products.
C. They make discoveries. D. They focus on solving problems.
3. Who overcame fear with the help of art?
A. Chad Otis. B. Michael Rex.
C. Daymond John. D. Misty Copeland.
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For the first time in the competition’s history, two athletes are sharing a gold medal at the
World Athletics Championships.

The USA’s Katie Moon and Australia’s Nina Kennedy found themselves in a difficult situation
during the women’s pole vault (¥£% k) final. They both cleared 4.90 meters, but neither managed
to clear 4. 95 meters on any of their three attempts.

Kennedy says she looked at Moon and said, “Hey, girl, maybe you want to share this?”

“And the relief on her face — and you could see it on my face — and it was mutual (#f H.H).
And yeah, absolutely incredible to share a medal with Katie Moon. You know, we’ve been friends
for so long, so it’s super special,” Kennedy told reporters after the final.

Thousands of fans were on their feet at the National Athletics Centre in Budapest, Hungary, for
Date 5of the competition, which hosts almost 2,000 athletes from 192 countries. The dramatic event
lasted two hours and ten minutes. Katie Moon told FloTrack that as the final progressed, it became
clear that very little separated the two athletes.

As the competition was going. I kept thinking. “I don’t want this to go to a jump-off (1 %§),”
Moon told sports journalist Anderson Emerole. “This competition was the toughest battle I’d say
that I’ve had. It was very emotionally draining (75 #£), and I think that’s why both of us were feeling
like. “We’re not really feeling the jump- off right now.””

It was Moon’s second consecutive gold medal at the World Championships. She also won an
Olympic gold in Tokyo in 2021. With a personal record of 4. 95meters. Moon appeared to be the
favorite.

Kennedy, however, did not back down. Not only did she set a new personal record, but she also
broke the Australian record by eight centimeters when she sailed over the 4.90-meter high bar. She
held back tears after the career-defining leap.

“It was a miracle to get the gold. I think a miracle happened tonight.” Kennedy told reporters.
4. What did Nina Kennedy suggest Katie Moon do?

A. Continue the competition. B. Take a break first.
C. Share the gold medal. D. Let go of the fear.
5. How did Katie Moon feel about Nina Kennedy’s proposal?

A. Joyful. B. Confused.

C. Mixed. D. Disappointed.
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6. What can we infer about Nina Kennedy and Katie Moon?
A. They felt tired physically and mentally when competing.
B. They didn’t take the competition seriously.
C. They were looking forward to a jump-off.
D. They hadn’t won a gold medal before.
7. What was the previous Australian record for the women’s pole vault?
A. 4.80 meters. B. 4.82 meters.
C. 4.95meters. D. 4.98 meters.
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As the movie Nomadland revealed to the world, ever since the 2008 financial collapse, people
have mowed into vehicles as a way of surviving the high cost of living. The pandemic also fuelled
an increase in the nomadic (Jit7R 1) lifestyle.

In 2020, my co-researcher Scott Rankin and I looked at how people who live in vehicles
balance work and life. This year, I continued my research to better understand why people live this
way.

People of all ages and genders take part in van ([f] fL %) living. The average age of van
dwellers (J&1F35) was 42. After asking respondents to rank the reasons why they chose to live in a
vehicle, ranked from top to bottom are: 1) freedom, 2) low cost of living, 3) adventure, 4)
connection to nature,5)minimalism,6)avoiding undesirable weather,7)starting a new life,
8)pursuing work in different places, 9)working remotely, 10)to be on their own, 11)to join a partner,
12)to leave a partner.

Above all else, vehicle dwellers sought to be free. Whether they were a re tire n in a $100,000
Mercedes van, or young Canadians working from a $5 ,000 van, respondents wanted to be able to
move their home to any place that was best for them. For others, living in a vehicle minimized their
costs, allowing them to work less or make the most of their income without paying rent.

As it turns out, van living is not a fad. While many respondents were new to van living, on
average, respondents indicated they had been living in a vehicle for an average of 2.5 years.
Seventy-eight per cent of respondents permanently lived in a vehicle.

As the housing crisis deepens, we may see more people consider van living as a means of
surviving the high cost of living. It will be up to the government to accept this alternative living
arrangement, and consider having parking and facilities to support those who choose to live this
way.

8. What’s the purpose of the author’s research?
A. To advocate a new lifestyle.

B. To produce a scientific theory.

C. To understand a social phenomenon.

D. To improve some people’s living conditions.

9. What do we learn about van dwellers?
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A. Their top concern is money. B. They have different motives.

C. They value family more than work. D. They are mainly adventurous people.
10. What does the underlined word “fad” in paragraph Sprobably mean?

A. Something that isn’t suitable for all. B. Something that isn’t likely to last.

C. Something that is popular for long. D. Something that attracts old people.
11. What’s the author’s attitude to van living?

A. Uncaring. B. Tolerant.

C. Approving. D. Opposed.
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“The era of global warming has ended and the era of global boiling has arrived,” the UN
secretary general, Antonio Guterres, said after scientists confirmed July 2023 was the world’s
hottest month on record.

“Humanity is in the hot seat,” Guterres told a press conference on Thursday. “For vast parts of
North America, Asia, Africa and Europe, it is a cruel summer. For the entire planet, it is a disaster.
And for scientists, it is clear that humans are to blame. Climate change is here, it is terrifying, and it
is just the beginning. The era of global warming has ended; the era of global boiling has arrived.”

Guterres urged politicians to take swift action. “The air is unbreathable, the heat is unbearable,
and the level of fossil fuel profits and climate inaction is unacceptable. Leaders must lead. No more
hesitancy, no more excuses, and no more waiting for others to move first. There is simply no more
time for that.”

“It is still possible to limit global temperature rise to 1.5°Cand avoid the very worst of climate
change but only with dramatic, immediate climate action. We have seen some progress, but none of
this is going far enough or fast enough. Accelerating temperatures demand accelerated action.”

The WMO secretary general, Petteri Taalas, said, “The need to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions is more urgent than ever before. Climate action is not a luxury but a must.”

Other climate scientists confirmed the findings. Karsten Haustein at Leipzig University found
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the world was 1.5°C hotter in July 2023 than in the average July before industrialisation.
Marina Romanello, a climate and health researcher at University College London, said, “We

have data showing how the very foundations of health are being undermined by climate change. But
we still have time today to turn the tide and to ensure a liveable future for us and our children.”
12. What made Guterres feel worried?
A. Global economy. B. Natural disasters.
C. Serious pollution. D. Rising temperatures.
13. Why did Gutemes use the phrase “global boiling”?
A. To appeal to quick action. B. To change people’s concept.
C. To frighten the general public. D. To make his report vivid.
14. How does the author develop the text?
A. By analyzing some facts. B. By quoting some experts.
C. By offering statistics. D. By giving explanations.
15. What would be the best title for the text?
A. Global Bailing: It Is Time to Act.
B. Global Boiling: Who Is to Blame?
C. Global Boiling: It Isn’t That Serious
D. Global Boling: What Measure n Should Be Taken?
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No matter how friendly your tone is or how honey-sweet you are in a conversation, when you
start your sentences with one of these words (or both), the message to your recipient is “You are
wrong.” 16 They are “No” and “But”.

These words don’t say, “Let’s discuss this” or “I’d love to hear what you think about this” to
people. They say. “You are wrong and I am right.” If your conversation companion is also eager to
win at any cost, you will have a potential battle on your hands. The result? 17

Are you interested in a little test to see how competitive your co-workers are? Try this. For one
week, keep a scorecard of how many times each person uses “No” or “But” to start a sentence.

18 And, if you drill a little deeper, you’ll see patterns emerge. For instance, some people use
these words to gain power. You’ll see how much people dislike it, consciously or not, and how it
kills rather than opens up discussions.

19 Practically without even thinking, I keep count of their use of these two little words.
It’s such an important indicator! If the numbers pile up in an initial meeting with a client. I’1l

9
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interrupt him or her and say. “We’ve been talking for almost an hour now, and do you realize
that you have responded 17 times with either ‘No’ or ‘But’?”

Stop trying to defend your position and start monitoring how many times you begin remarks
with “No” or “But”. 20 For example, “That’s true, but...” (Meaning: You don’t really think
it’s true at all.) Another expression is “Yes, but...” (Meaning: Prepare to be contradicted.)

A. Why do people like saying this?
B. I use this technique with my clients.
C. What are these conversation stopping words?
D. Nothing more can happen that will be productive.
E. It’s human nature to like being accepted and recognized.
F. You will be shocked at how frequently these words are used.
G. Pay close attention to when you use these words in sentences.
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A boy in Florida called 911 but didn’t have a real emergency. Instead, he wanted a hug from an
officer, and the responding officer understood.
Footage ( %% k) from the home’s doorbell camera 21 the officer Scott Pracht

responding and talking to the boy’s mom.
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“We had a 911 call,” Pract says in the video.

“We can talk to my son.” the mother says.

Her young son

says, “Well, I wanted to give him a hug.” Then the boy runs out to hug Pracht 23, who
embraces him back.
After hugging the boy, Pracht ___ 24
25 when you call that number.” he tells the boy. “Only when you are 26

you’re hurt, or someone is doing something they’re not

boy __ 28

Scott Pracht’s office

nearly 10,000 times. In a statement, Hillsborough Sheriff (¥4'F’) Chad Chronister said they “deeply

appreciate the

“Our officers are more than 32

community. However, it’s

“We 34
services.”
21.

A. analyzes
22.

A. breaks
23.

A. tightly
24,

A. agreed
25.

A. humble
26.

A. under protection
27.

A. supposed

29

. guides

. fixes

. secretly

. explained

. grateful

. on vacation

. required

, and Pracht tells him not to worry about it.

shown by this young child.”

parents and educators to teach children about the

. shows

. approaches

. accidentally

. complained

. patient

. in trouble

. reminded

the door with his cellphone and when asked if he called the police, he

that 911 is for those who need help. “You need to be

27 __ todo, give us a call, okay?” The

the video on Facebook on Thursday, where it was 30

to share a hug and spread love to children in our

33 for everyone to remember that 911 is a lifeline, “he said.

35 use of emergency

D. explores

D. locks

D. awkwardly

D. realized

D. careful

D. on duty

D. proposed

. And if
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28.

A. refuses B. cheers C. apologizes D. suspects
29.

A. selected B. posted C. recognized D. completed
30.

A. exchanged B. examined C. collected D. viewed
31.

A. kindness B. wisdom C. independence D. curiosity
32.

A. active B. serious C. generous D. happy

33.

A. vital B. difficult C. possible D. sufficient
34.

A. allow B. encourage C. train D. warn

35.

A. flexible B. creative C. appropriate D. occasional

GERMASE] ASCR—RICAUL. JHA T % BLE M — B ZR4T T 911, HHEHHIE
S, MR, MR — 4w .

(% %#)J21.C 22.C 23.A 24B 25D 26.C 27.A 28.C 20
B 30D 3lLA 32D 33A 34B 35C
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HE A T AR KPR SRR LR, B H Scott Pracht [71 8 5 5 1
BESEACR . A. analyzes 73 #T; B. guides $5-3; 5]#%; C. shows JE7R; D. explores R % . R
T3¢ “Pract says in the video” A1, #AFKidF T H—%], FMEEREEHRNIES B EZK
BEEAS K. ik C.
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A R ORI A SRS B3 R R A RIS, Scott Pracht AR T [R5k .
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B EIA XN, A FEPI %), Scott Pracht BRI, 911 2 AT BRI
HES ). A. agreed [i]&; B.explained fi#tf; C.complained #14%; D.realized BiRF|. T
L “911 is for those who need help” W41, Ab 2% #RE 911 M. HU% B.
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1911, #uk C.
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D. proposed #£1¥ . be supposed to do J& [ & fi i, oA “P%MEHE . HATREH AEM BT
ANZM R FE . WOk A.

[28 &t #r]

B T AU BEIERT, Pracht 5 RIS . Al refuses FH44; B. cheers
XHE; C. apologizes JEH; D. suspects #%E. HRHE T 3C “Pracht tells him not to worry about it”
ALK ECES R A, BEEIRRE T H MR, BT . #uk C.

[29 R #7]

2 21 i T, F)R: Scott Pracht A7 A & PULER ) FRAT TIX B, W& IREL
I 1 T3k A. selected $kik; B. posted K1hi; C.recognized I\Hi; D. completed
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SEM. HR#E T3 “on Facebook” T, Scott Pracht 1702 % A PUAERG 1 LR AR T X BEAWAI
Hiik B

[30 &t 7]

HA A T, AR A . A exchanged ZZ9it; Z#; B. examined £ ¥ C. collected
WtE; D. viewed W& . HEHE T L “nearly 10,000 times” A1, ZAFMNE XBOE 1 JTIK.
ik Do

[31 & 7]

AT LT A A5 /RWA % K Chad Chronister 78— 3 7 W] fi R, A TR DK
PHIXANMEL % T RIVHE R . A kindness 3% 5; B. wisdom £/ £; C. independence J1137.;
D. curiosity #F &3 /0o HRHE_ESCAI AN, FEZARET BRI Ny 1B — AN, BT I,
XRNBERIHMER. BUE A.

(32 & 17l

B ST AR M AT E REAEE RS BT X TR R i
%. 7 A.active Tt [¥; B. serious M [f; C. generous JRMEMN; D. happy 0. Hi#E - 3C
“deeply appreciate” DL R F 3 “However, it’s _______ for everyone to remember that 911 is
a lifeline, he said.” FIA1, B RATARE SRR S RATE X £ FATIIEML28% . W0k D,
(33 @ #r]

FAB A T, AR AR, RN ANERL AT 911 &SRk, A. vital ERE
LHIH; B. difficult INXER; C. possible ATAER]: D. sufficient £#HI. YL “91lisa
lifeline” PAKCHSIRTIRN, 911 je—4k sk, BibidfFeRIEw EEN. WUk A.

[34 &t 7]

BB F) i T AR ATEB R KA E TAEE J B A B 3 280k % .
A. allow foVF; B. encourage it C. train JI|5 D. warn %75 . #R¥E T 3 “parents and educators
to teach children about the ______use of emergency services.” A %1, MAbTE S KA E T
VEH AT ERR S 2Bk % . WO B.

[35 R #r]

FE A LT, A)E: A B A flexible RIE L B. creative A filli& /1% C. appropriate

EIER; D. occasional fH/KI . ##E_E3C “Only when you are . And if you’re hurt, or
someone is doing something they’re not to do, give us a call, okay?” T %, % FA1E 2

W S8R SS . ik Co
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B N TR SC, RS FARIEON 1 /N3 2 ) S ] Hs 5 A B3] A TR T 3.

A deliveryman who jumped off a bridge to save a drowning woman in June in Hangzhou.
Zhejiang Province, 36 (award)a first-class merit citation(—%%2f))on November 13.

The honor is the ___ 37 (high)that the Hangzhou government bestows($3 ¥)on people who
have acted bravely without considering their own safety.

Peng Qinglin, a 31-year-old from Zhangjiajie, Hunan Province, 38 (deliver)his first
order of the day at that time along Xixing Bridge when he heard a call for help. Without much
hesitation, he jumped off the 12-meter-high bridge 39 crosses the iconic Qiantang River.
before swimming to the drowning woman and dragging her to safety.

A video capturing(fA4%)Peng’s heroics went popular ___40___ instant it appeared on Chinese
social media, ___ 41 _ (make)him get much attention from the public.

“There are plenty of unsung ___ 42 (hero)in Hangzhou,” said Peng. “I just happened to be
the one who got noticed.”

For his 43 (brave)and selflessness, Hangzhou police authorities earlier gave Peng the
title of “Good Samaritan” and a cash prize of 30,000 yuan. 44 addition, the delivery
company that Peng works for gave him a cash award of 50,000 yuan as well as the opportunity

45 (study)in college for free.

Peng’s courageousness is quite touching and more people will learn from him and extend a
helping hand when others need it.

LR AR AR — R IE . YA 7B T2/ BF 32 i MR LR T — 552

(% %) 36. was awarded 37. highest 38. was delivering 39. that##which
40. the 41. making 42. heroes 43. bravery 44, In 45. to study

[36 T H7]
FEEMNBAES. A5 S8 6 H, WLABUMN T —42 MM BB T Ros K 2L mshsL i T 11
H 13 B+ —% . ara)Fal5, THAAVEEE . 4859 i [EPRE on November 13
TIAL, DRALE RS — M 2eit . B)F E1E deliveryman 5 award s2 @i FRIAI IR, WUH
BiANES . WUH was awarded.

(37 v #r]
FEMA R RS A RPN TTBUT R T IS & A 5 2 K0T HETs)
AN B B e 2R o AR A0 25 I A9 5 Sk 1] the
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PAJCA) T, AR A RN TG 2518 i e 2% e #UH highests

(38 it 7]

EEAANE . AR 31 SHZBEMREWIREIKFE R, il IS Pz % 2 R 1
ST R, XINARIT B TS . TR TR, SRS AL ROE R TE S . BRAL S [ E £
4 sb. be doing sth. when... 54 “H N IEAEMZEF XN -7 AR4fEH)H he heard a call AJ A1,
TREAL R AT S . HUH was delivering.

(39 &t 7]

FHEENG] . AR AR T 7RIS BRI 12 K& R, SRR IR 7K 2
TG R Aty . AT, BCAb R IR e M B ). JBAT A bridge, 1RY,
0 % Z AR A that/which 51 5 8 18 A A1) o & R AIHITE W A) FPAE 35, AREAE S o HUH that/which.
[40 &t 7]

B AR — BUATR S I A — H IAE b E AL AT A bR, Sl T
AR 2R TR TR, SRS AR NGE . the instant 51 FHFEPRIE A, BN
Y RRRELT 7, WA E ] the. #(4H the.

[41 & #7]

EEPUEN . AR [ b AT aL, S A RIENAREIES A ERIE . RIEAE,
AR R A FORIE, H IR BARTARIIAE R, MBI 1A #4H making.

[42 &E #r]

EEZHME. AR “DUNERZ L5, 7 it RIFAATH There are plenty of 1J
&, X B hero MiZH EHUE 3 heroes. #i1H heroes.

(43 @vE #r]

HEL. AR BT BERCR,, BONE )y RAEHREZ T8 < W SUFAT FRS 3
JITCHII A2l . MRAE 2% BT A For his AT AN, MARRIE 44 R ME 515, brave 44 1A A

bravery, &y “HE”. #IH bravery.

[44 & H7]

EEMA AR AN, SRTER YOS A TIEL T i 5 75 G MBLE 2 LK S B bR
4=, AN EISEC in addition, BN “BEAN7. #IH In,

[45 &iE #r]

EEHFAAENR. A F b AT A, SRS IEBIES ARG, B4 A
opportunity ¥ H #ia AN E G5 . IH to study .
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SEIUERS BAEGERT, W5 40 7))

FE—WED 152)

46. BUEMREZEHE, IRITINEKIF A Chris IEAEHE S T SOKF25 30 (HSKD, AR SENT 717870
RME, ESME — R, NAECRE:

L AR e 5 v SO F37KP S G

2. BB o

EE: L SIERBRA 80 ANt

2. TEHE AT RS A A R A B AR

Dear Chris,

Yours,
Li Hua
(% %) Dear Chris,

I have heard that you are to participate in HSK, and I am so glad to help you in improving your
listening skills. Here are some of my suggestions.

To begin with, a partner is always your good choice, not only to share all the funny details in
your life, but to help you to practise your listening as well as speaking skills. What comes next is
that you can find yourself some listening materials, such as Chinese songs, movies, or animations
you like. Keep it in mind that perseverance is the key.

I really hope you can succeed in your exam. Let me know if you need me, OK? I am looking
forward to your good news.

Yours,
Li Hua
BN 25D)
47. DS T IEARE, ARIEH N RS BUR T RBSE S B, (2 M e B S
It was a typical Monday morning. My form teacher, Mrs Tan, was going through our exam
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PLEAECONA SO B T8I, AT REREN—F AR
BT R EVII:
https://d. book118. com/347043044030006111



https://d.book118.com/347043044030006111

