Module 6 Animals in Danger
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Wildlife protection is to protect human oneself! Many animals are being

endangered or at the edge of disappearance. The following four species are the most

endangered animals in the world.

Today white elephants are very rare. The white elephant is a native of Southeast
Asia—Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand. The last white elephant in Burma was seen
in 1961.

Elephants represent power and peace. To Americans, a white elephant is a
metaphor (f&Mi) for a worthless object. To the people of Thailand, a white elephant

is regarded as sacred (FHEM)) .

The Tibetan antelope is prized for the fur around its throat. Experts guess that
there are 75,000 to 100, 000 Tibetan antelopes left and that as many as 20, 000 a year

are killed in China alone.

There are five species of rhinos, two African species and three Asian species.
The African species are the white and black rhinos. Both species have two horns. Asian

rhinos each have one horn. Rhinos rank among the most endangered species on Earth.



Valued for their horns, they face a serious threat from poaching.

Chinese scientists find it hard to explain how the population of David’ s deer,
known as Milu deer among Chinese, bounced back after dying out in China. The Dafeng
Nature Reserve in Jiangsu Province introduced 64 David' s deer in 1993 and 1994, and
the population has grown to 450 today.
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poacher n. iEHE . fils#E

antelope n. () &2

plateau n EHJE

shawl n #JE

herd n. HUHf; SBHf

skin vt. FF; KK

. raid n. & ve. CEHPD KA
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confiscate vt. IX
endanger vt. ffieeeee WFK3%; f& &k —danger n. f& & —dangerous adj. f& &

—endangered adj. BfEH
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reserve n. ZP'X; Z¥'H v. TRE; Fiil—reservation n. {REH; Fiil
extinct adj KT:[]; #aFpff)—extinction n. KT

protect vt. %3 —protection n. HEH

struggle n. #4L; 4

wildlife n. BFAEAY)

battle n. &%}

ideal adj &EMf)—ideally adv. HFHh, FE45HL

worth adj {f------#x—worthy adj {E15H; RifFH—worthwhile adj. {HAF1EH ]
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condition n. (-s) ¥¥; IR —conditional ad). H MM
spot n. (REHRAND) K I

meanwhile adv. [FJi

dealer n. (JUIRELESiRME)) M AN—~deal n & v. &5 K&

thanks to #7%5; HT

put down JA'F; 5T

look for #£+

give one’ s life to JAe----HREA iy

at a time —i&X

on the spot 7EHLY)

be made into kil Kk

take an active part in F#S5H

come into fashion FCARW; #EICIRATER
get tough with Xf------ 54T G A it

on a freezing cold day ZE—MEEEAKHT
at high altitudes fEEFkhIX

national park [HEZ A

the main habitat “EZERNIEH
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Although surprised, the poachers had an advantage— there were more of them.
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Often working at night, the poachers shoot whole herds of antelopes at a time,

leaving only the babies, whose wool is not worth so much.




3. (B4, BUNAIFIEERSXY L4
But today the government seems to be winning the battle.
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Saving the Antelopes®
On a freezing® cold day in January 1994, Jiesang Suonandajie found what he was
looking for—a group of poachers® who were killing the endangered® Tibetan
antelope. Jiesang knew he had to move quickly. He shouted to the poachers to put down®

their guns. Although surprised®, the poachers had an advantage—there were more of

them. In the battle® which followed® Jiesang was shot and killed. When his frozen

©® body was found hours later, he was still holding his gun. He had given his life
to save® the Tibetan antelope.

At the beginning of® the twentieth century there were millions of antelopes on
the Qinghai-Tibetan Plateau®. By the 1990s® the number had fallen to® about
50, 000. The reason is simple: the wool of the Tibetan antelope is the most expensive
in the world. Tt is soft, light, and warm—the ideal® coat for an animal which has

to survive at high altitudes. A shawl ® made from the wool @ (known as

“shahtoosh”, or “king of wools” 1in Persian) can sell for five thousand

dollars. For poachers the profits® can be huge.
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