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The Art of Irony in Ground Covered with Chicken Feathers
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The Art of Irony in Ground Covered with Chicken Feathers

Abstract

In Ground Covered with Chicken Feathers , Xiao Lin, as the representative of the
lower class of the society, is confronted with vulgar real life and infiltrating power network
from incompatibility, inadequacy to participation. In this process, Xiao Lin abandoned his
original ideal, compromised to the dissident social environment, lost his subjectivity and
was alienated, and eventually went to sink step by step. The greatest feature of Ground
Covered with Chicken Feathers is that it depicts trivial things in the language of "running
account". The author uses irony, contradictory and humorous language and absurd events
to reflect the living predicament and spiritual crisis of the underprivileged. Through
specific texts, this paper further explores the connotation and extension of irony, and
defines the basic characteristics of verbal irony, character irony, situational irony,
viewpoint irony and general irony. The language of Ground Covered with Chicken
Feathers is characterized by objective and indifferent "zero narration", supplemented by
verbal irony of honest and playful remarks. In the aspect of characterization, the main
content of irony is the change of speech, thought and behavior before and after the hero
encounters trivial life. In the narrative aspect, the author observes the hero's life from the
perspective of irony of anticipation and reality, and the third person's irony. The intense
irony implies Xiao Lin's "one place chicken feather" life. The general irony reflects the
helplessness of the lower class of the society in the face of life. Xiao Lin's self-struggle,
self-compromise and self-conscious life state. Facing the absurdity of life, the author does
not use sharp and bitter irony to express grim, but uses more obscure irony to lash at the
reality, uses humor to fight grim, and reflects the cruelty of the whole society and the
survival plight and spiritual crisis of the underprivileged.
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