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One of the greatest sportsmen in China is the ping-pong player Rong Guotuan. He was the first one to win
the World Table Tennis Championship for China and is considered as the most important one in starting the golden
era of Chinese table tennis. He was born on August 10th, 1937, into a fisherman family in Guangdong.

Rong showed great interest and talent in table tennis from a young age. At 15, he was chosen into the
national team, where his skills were improved. His backhand loop shot became his signature (f5 £ 4 ) move.

Rong won the first prize of the men’s singles at the 25th World Table Tennis Championships in 1959. It
marked China’s first world champion in a new era.

Rong showed outstanding sports spirit, never giving up even in the face of great difficulties. His love for the
game and his high-level skills have deeply moved the Chinese. The wonderful life story and spirit of Rong Guotuan
continue to live on in the Chinese table tennis teams and all the other Chinese sports.

Rong’s ways of training and practical skills have been passed down from the old ping-pong players to the
young, leading China to lots of honors and glory in table tennis. His success also brought China popularity in table

tennis. He has always been the idol (1#14) of Chinese sportsmen.

Rong Guotuan: The 1 Chinese to Win the World Table Tennis Championship.

He was chosen into the national team at 15. There he 2 his skills. His backhand loop shot
Early Life
became his signature move.
3 He won the men’s singles at the 25th World Table Tennis Championships in 1959.
Sports
When he faced great difficulties, he never __ 4
Spirit
Influences | He was once the key to the development of Chinese table tennis. His success also made table tennis _




5 in China. He has always been the idol of Chinese sportsmen.
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Welcome to the Amazon rainforest. As the largest rainforest in the world, it plays an important role in
keeping the balanced ecosystem (4745 & 4t) on the Earth. With an area of around 6 million square kilometers, the
Amazon rainforest is more than half the size of China. This area has a great many species (#J#}). Actually, one in
ten known species in the world can be found here.

Of the 390,000 plant species known to us, more than 40,000 can be found in the Amazon. There are different
levels in the forest. At the bottom is a system of roots under the ground. Above that is leaf litter on the dark forest
floor. The next level is made up of shorter plants with large leaves. Then there are the towering ancient hardwoods,
and finally the tops of the trees which are taller than any other level of trees in the forest. Each level of the forest

forms its own little world, home to different kinds of living things.

More than 1,300 species of birds and over 400 species of mammals (" #L.314%7) hide among the forest’s plant
life. This jaguar is one example. While a large number of jaguars survive here, they are only one part of this forest's
food chain (& #)%%). They feed on at least 87 species, including frogs. These frogs, in turn, feed on insects which
eat leaves and fruit.

The Amazon rainforest is a treasure house of species that can be used for food or medicine. What’s more, the

Amazon rainforest breathes life into the planet by producing over 20 percent of all the Earth’s oxygen (O;). So it is



often known as the “lungs of the planet”.

The Amazon Rainforest

The Amazon rainforest is the largest rainforest in the world, which helps keep the 6 of the

Introduction
Earth’s ecosystem.
Number: over 40,000 species
Different levels in the forest:
ethe bottom: a system of roots
Plant species ethe second level: leaf litter
ethe third level: shorter plants with large leaves
Species ethe fourth level: towering ancient hardwoods
ethe top: the tops of the __ 7  trees
Number: more than 1,300 species of birds and over 400 species of mammals
— 8 species One of the food chains in the forest:
leaves and fruit— _ 9  —frogs—jaguars
eThe Amazon rainforest is a treasure house of species that can be used for food or medicine.
Importance | ®Known as the “lungs of the planet”, the Amazon rainforest _ 10 over 20% of all the Earth’s

oxygen.
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As a country strong in math, China has many folk games filled with math wisdom. You may have played

many of them before. Let’s take a look at two of them.

Luban LockLuban Lock was first created by Chinese carpenter Lu Ban about 2,000
years ago. It is said that Lu used six wooden pieces to make a toy that looks like a lock for his
son. The lock has a lot to do with solid geometry (324K JL{7]). It’s hard to separate the six

pieces. However, it is usually easier to unlock a Luban Lock than to put it back together. Now,




there are Luban Locks made up of nine or more pieces.

Huarong Pass Huarong Pass is a traditional Chinese block-moving puzzle. Every block
is named after a character in the book Romance of the Three Kingdoms, like Cao Cao, Zhang

Fei and Zhao Yun. To succeed in the game, players have to move the blocks to get “Cao Cao”

out. This is a test of one’s math knowledge, for example, of geometric area ( JL ] [ ).

According to the Chinese Puzzle website, it takes at least 81 steps to set “Cao Cao” free.

Title: Two Ancient Chinese 11 Toys

> It was first created by Lu Ban about 2,000 years ago.

> Lu Ban used 6 pieces of __ 12 to make a lock-like toy for his son.
Luban Lock

> It uses math knowledge such as solid geometry.

>1tis 13 to put the six pieces back together than to unlock it.

> It is made up of a few blocks, and every block has the 14 of a character in Romance of
Huarong the Three Kingdoms.
Pass > Players win the game by 15 the blocks to set “Cao Cao” free.

> It can test players’ math knowledge like geometric area.
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Perhaps you are looking for an after school hobby, or something to do on the weekends. Gardening with
children can be a great way.

Most children love to get dirty. Gardening is a good reason to let them touch the soft earth and enjoy
sunshine outside. It can make them stronger.

Gardening can make children learn about their favorite plants at an early age. It helps them know where their
food comes from. Children can also understand why it’s important not to waste food.

Don’t mind if it takes your children some time to take care of the plants. Be sure to encourage them to keep
watering and feeding their plants as needed until the end of the growing season. Gardening is a great way to teach
your children about responsibility.

Children always have questions. Gardening can help them develop their curiosity (4f%5(»). A few minutes




in a garden, kids will start asking questions. Feel free to let them guide the conversation. Make sure to take
the chance to learn together about anything you can’t answer.

Start with small projects that children can follow and enjoy, and get them to choose what they want to plant.

What Why

Let them touch the soft earth and enjoy
To make them stronger.
sunshine 16 .

To let them understand the 17 of

Help them learn about where food comes from.

food.
Gardening with 00

children To teach them to havea 18  of

Encourage them to take care of the plants.
responsibility.

Feel free to let them 19 the
To develop their curiosity.
conversation.

Get started with your __ 20 right away!
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Bring Nature Indoors

Indoor plants seem to just sit around without doing much, but in many ways they are the silent heroes of
homes. Not only do they look beautiful, but they can lift our health in body and mind by making us feel good and
taking away stress. What’s more, indoor plants are easy to look after and are not very expensive.

What are indoor plants?

Indoor plants, also known as houseplants, are plants that like to grow indoors. Many of these kinds are not
used to growing outside, especially in winter, they grow better inside because of the warmer condition. There are

many kinds of indoor plants around us, such as peace lilies, spider plants and succulents.




Why are indoor plants good for us?

There are many advantages about growing plants indoors. Plants around houses can improve our feelings.
Studies have supported this and found that indoor plants can improve our creativity, focus and memory. There is
also research showing that houseplants can clean the air around them by removing some harmful gases, such as
HCHO (H /). Dr Tijana Blanusa said, “Plants catch and hold tiny polluted materials. They remove some harmful
chemicals from cooking or painting. Peace lilies and devil’s ivy are the best.”

How to choose indoor plants?

We can get plants from supermarkets, garden centers or online. Younger plants are often cheaper than fully
grown ones. Caring for them is always full of joy. You water them, talk to them, see them grow up... Learning
about the habits of each plant can bring a new interest and attention into our lives and help to connect our homes

with nature.

What are indoor plants?

| % They areknownas_3.___
b and like to grow indoors.
| % They grow better inside,

J especially in 4.

| % There are many kinds of
' indoor plants.

Introduction

% Be 1. heroes at home.

% Look beautiful and liftour _2-
in body and mind. ,

% Be easy to look after and be cheap. |

Bring Nature Indoors

5

—2. areindoor plants good for us? How to choose plants

8 lants from
* Improve our feelings. H Wecan_S . p
* Improve creativity, attention and supcrp-narkets, garden centers
memary. Pl nlnlme. lants are often
% _6  theairby removing harmful i Al ygrguwn prants
more __ 2 than younger ones.

gases,

* Catchand holdtiny /-~ materials. * Taking care of them is filled

—1i0  joy.
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Humans have long tried to predict (Tl ) the weather. From the hunters of ancient times to today’s pilots,
predicting rain or shine can shape people’s life and make a difference.

In 650 BC, the Babylonians tried to predict the weather based on the appearance of clouds. Around 340 BC,
Aristotle, a famous Greek thinker and scientist, wrote Meteorologica. It introduced the types of weather, such as
rain, cloud and lightning. Aristotle believed that there was water, air and fire around the Earth. It was almost 2,000
years before his ideas were replaced by new ones.

By 300 BC in China, a calendar divided the year into 24 festivals gradually, each festival related to a type of
weather, like the Rain Water (the start of the spring rains), the Waking of Insects (the spring thunder awakens
sleeping insects) and so on. That was useful for farmers to plan when to plant and harvest (i 3%).

People used lots of ways to predict the weather over the centuries. You might have heard the expressions like
“Red sky at night, sailor’s delight”, which suggests a red sky in the evening is followed by good weather. This has a
basis in science, as does telling wind direction through smoke from the fire. On the other hand, some thought that if
sheep crowded together, it meant rain. But there isn’t any science behind it.

The science of weather prediction really took off in the 1830s with the invention of the telegraph. It sent
messages over hundreds of thousands of miles, so weather maps were drawn up and storm systems were studied.
The next big step came in the 1920s with the invention of the “radiosonde”, a balloon carrying weather instruments
high above the ground to collect information. Experts took the information and built a picture of the weather over
the following few days.

Today, supercomputers are used to take data (¥(##) from the world and process it very fast to work out the
weather. For example, they once helped predict where Hurricane Lee, which hit the US and Canada, would land

nine days in advance ($2T).
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Humans’® Efforts to Work Out the Weather

Weather prediction has developed from experienceto ---1 - -

Ancient times
In6s0o BC @ The Babvlonians studied the clouds.

Around 340 B(; Anmstotle formed the ideas about weather.

By 300 BC In China, 24 festivals guided people iIn .. 5. .,
Over People had many ways to predict the weather, like watching
2,000 years the sky, animals and so on. They were 3. scientific.
In the 1830s Telegraph marked the 4 ol modern science in
predicting the weather. -
In the 1920s Radiosonde helped get information at a higher level.
Today Supercomputers can collect and - 50 worldwide data

very fast.
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International Museum Day is on May 18th every year.

It started in 1977 and it has got much attention since then. 20,000 museums celebrated International Museum

Day in 2009. They had events in more than 90 countries. In 2011, the official poster of International Museum Day

was translated into 37 languages. In 2012, almost 30,000 museum s from 129 countries joined in the celebration.

Every year, many museums around the world join in International Museum Day. People celebrate it by

holding fun, special and free activities. International Museum Day plays an important role in making people know

museums are important for cultural exchanges (3 £ %Z it ). During the International Museum Day celebration,

many activities take place. There are some special activities from different countries. These special activities are

different each year. Many groups around the world plan free trips to museums. Many people visit museums on this

day.
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Have you ever seen a storm? Lots of things can happen when there is a storm. It can rain. The wind can blow
("X). The sky can be dark. And all the lights in your house can go out.

When all the lights go out, your house is dark. It is a problem because you cannot do certain things in the
dark. You cannot read or write. It is hard to put on clothes. It is hard to feed your pet. It is hard to walk because you
cannot see well.

When all the lights go out, you can wait until the storm goes away. Then the lights may go back on. But it is
not interesting to wait and wait!

To make things better, it is a good idea to make the dark interesting. You can light candles. The fire on the
candles will give the house light. Then you can play a game with your family. Maybe you can use the light to read.
Or you can tell an interesting story in the dark.

41. Lots of things when there is a storm.

42. When all the lights go out, your house

43. It is hard to walk in the dark because you cannot

44. After the storm , the lights may go back on.

45. To make things better, it is to make the dark interesting.
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The Internet is the best thing to happen since the creation of the alphabet*. However, can you trust what you
read on the Internet? Anyone in the world can put a website on the Internet. Many people say that the things they
read on the Internet may not be true. You need to be careful when you look through lots and lots of information. As
you explore the Internet for information, here are some ideas to get the right things online.

First, check who wrote the website. Make sure that the writer is an expert. For example, if the topic is
science, make sure the writer is a (n) or a science teacher. The expert can provide us with professional
knowledge or statistics (4t 11" 2{##) in the field. Make sure to study the statistics so that you can avoid making
minor mistakes**.

Next, make sure the site is there for a good reason, not a bad one. If the site is meant to fool you, you can be
sure you can’t trust what’s on it. If the site is there to give you information, the information is more possibly good.

Also, check how old the information is. A good research engine (# 2 5| %) can help you get a date for when
something was written. In many subjects, like science, new information replaces old information all the time.

Finally, train yourself to be a serious person about the information from websites. You can use other
resources to check what you’ve got online.

If you follow these suggestions, you will become a better user of the Internet.

* Alphabet is a set of letters or symbols in a fixed order, such as Aa to Zz in English, and used in writing.

** A minor mistake is a mistake that is small and not so important or serious.

46. How many pieces of advice does the writer give?

The writer gives pieces of advice.
47. What word (s) can you put in the ”?
I can put “ ” there.

48. Why should you study the statistics on the site?
Because we canavoid _ if we do that.

49. Which paragraph best matches the picture above?
It’s Paragraph _ in the passage.

50. What’s the passage mainly about?

It’s about how to

10
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Puberty (7 % #f]) in the process of life when young people leave childhood and move into adulthood. It is
difficult for teenagers because puberty influences them on both their minds and bodies.

Some young people may begin puberty at 8, while others may not start until 14 or 15. Usually, teenage girls
start puberty two years before teenage boys do. For boys and girls, it is usually complete by the age of 18.

During those yours, the body develops in many ways. Feelings can also change quickly.

Teenage boys during puberty often begin to take unnecessary risks. Their attention is on having fun and
being accepted. They like trying some challenging outdoor activities like skateboarding and rock climbing. So they
need to think deeply before they act and make good decisions for themselves.

A girl’s personality (“14) often doesn’t develop in the same way as a boy’s. Teenage girls sometimes don’t
believe in themselves. They aren’t sure about their own feelings. However, they are usually afraid to tell their
parents or teachers about their problems. For this reason, teenage girls should be encouraged to discuss things with
trusted adults.

Parents, schools and communities can do a lot to care for and help young people. It is everyone’s

responsibility (771T) to help young people grow into healthy adults.

51. Puberty has an both teenagers’ minds and bodies.

52. Usually, teenage boys start puberty two years __ teenage girls

53. Teenage boys like trying some challenging outdoor activities skateboarding and rock
climbing.

54. Peopleshould _ teenagegirls _  discuss things with trusted adults.

55. _ theyoung _into healthy adults is everyone’s responsibility.

SHEER KAV
EETBFETE &R 2 SERATERE GE o1 i)

11



(2024-PY N1 B 52 25 LD
BB MRS, ARG A A SRR T TR IE R, PR & RIS AR E SR A N AL .

One of the greatest sportsmen in China is the ping-pong player Rong Guotuan. He was the first one to win
the World Table Tennis Championship for China and is considered as the most important one in starting the golden
era of Chinese table tennis. He was born on August 10th, 1937, into a fisherman family in Guangdong.

Rong showed great interest and talent in table tennis from a young age. At 15, he was chosen into the
national team, where his skills were improved. His backhand loop shot became his signature (f5 £ 4 ) move.

Rong won the first prize of the men’s singles at the 25th World Table Tennis Championships in 1959. It
marked China’s first world champion in a new era.

Rong showed outstanding sports spirit, never giving up even in the face of great difficulties. His love for the
game and his high-level skills have deeply moved the Chinese. The wonderful life story and spirit of Rong Guotuan
continue to live on in the Chinese table tennis teams and all the other Chinese sports.

Rong’s ways of training and practical skills have been passed down from the old ping-pong players to the
young, leading China to lots of honors and glory in table tennis. His success also brought China popularity in table

tennis. He has always been the idol (1#1%) of Chinese sportsmen.

Rong Guotuan: The 1 Chinese to Win the World Table Tennis Championship.

He was chosen into the national team at 15. There he 2 his skills. His backhand loop shot
Early Life
became his signature move.
3 He won the men’s singles at the 25th World Table Tennis Championships in 1959.
Sports
When he faced great difficulties, he never __ 4
Spirit
He was once the key to the development of Chinese table tennis. His success also made table tennis _
Influences
5 in China. He has always been the idol of Chinese sportsmen.

[%2%] 1. First 2. improved 3. Achievement 4. gaveup 5. popular
[ i8] A FEANHE AR iz 725 E
1. #R#fE“He was the first one to win the World Table Tennis Championship for China” 7] %1, % e EE—
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