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Once, a small village farmer had the misfortune of owing a large sum of money to a village
money lender. The money lender was old, unmarried and fancied of marrying the farmer’s
beautiful daughter.

One day, the farmer went to the money lender to ask him for some more time to return the
loan. The money lender pretended to be angry for a while and then proposed a bargain (32 5).
The money lender said that if the farmer could not repay his debt, he would be punished or he

had an option to let him marry his daughter and all his debt would be forgiven.
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Both the farmer and his daughter were frightened by the proposal. There was no way the
farmer could pay back the money soon but he did not want his beautiful daughter to marry the
old and cruel money lender.

In an attempt to persuade the farmer to accept his deal, the tricky money lender made an
attractive condition in deciding the fate (4Fiz=) of the father and daughter. He would keep a
black and a white pebble (¥8JFf7) in a bag. The girl then had to choose a pebble which would
decide her fate. If she picked the black pebble, she would have to marry the money lender and
her father’s debt would be forgiven. If she picked the white pebble, she did not need to marry
the money lender and her father’s debt would still be forgiven. If she refused to pick the pebble,

the farmer would be thrown into prison.



ZERX

They were standing on a path filled with pebbles. The money lender even called the nearby
villagers to witness the event, so that no party could walk away from their words. The money
lender bent over, picked two pebbles and kept them in a money bag. The sharp-eyed girl noticed
that he had picked two black pebbles instead of a black and a white. He then asked the girl to

pick a pebble from the bag.
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Paragraph 1: The girl was confused about what to do.

Paragraph 2: The money lender dared not admit his dishonesty in front of the

villagers.
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