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SincearrivinginChinaasaUSMBAstudentandenrollin
gfull-timeattheChinaEuropelnternationalBusines
sSchool,onequestionhasbegunnearlyeveryconversa
tionlstrikeupwithanewacquaintance,betheyChines
eclassmatesorother “foreigners’ : “WhyChina?Wh

yCeibs?WhynotattendoneofthemanyUSMBAprogrammes?’
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—anditsl.3bnmotivatedandintelligentinhabitant
s—willhavethroughoutmylifetimeinthisglobaleco
nomy, ,theschoolisperfectlypositionedtoequipfut

urebusinessleaderswiththeabilitytoadaptandexce



linthecrucialChinamarket.
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,,beliefs,,inwestern-Chinesebusinessdealings,m
isunderstandingsarerampantandco-operationissoc

hallenging.
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—tosparkyoursensesbywitnessinglifeatthecentre
ofoneofthe2lstcentury'sglobalpowersduringitsre

-emergenceonthegloballandscape—thatiswhatMBAs

tudentscall “differentiation’ .Andthatiswhatla



mhopingtoachieve.
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MyearliestimpressionsofChinadrawfrommyyouthand
fromthelegacythatmygreatuncle, USPresidentRicha
rdNixon, bequeathedbyopeningthedoorstoChina.
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Throughfamilystoriesandlessonspasseddownbyvari
ousbusinessandpoliticalfigures,bythetimelhadgr

aduatedIfeltwell-"'snextsuperpowercannotbetruly



understoodthroughsecondhandstories, ,learningth
elanguage,absorbingthecul turethroughtravelandd
iscussionswithChineseprofessorsandcolleagues—
especiallythosephilosophicaldiscoursesthatoccu
raftersufficientamountsofbai-jou—arethestepsn
ecessarytoreally “enter’ China.
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Forexample,-toupper-middle-classchildrenofmyge

nerationraisedinthelUS, ,accesstoeducation, .
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Thesituationisvastlydifferentfor20-,allthetime
andoneverylevel —fromthebest-to-worstseatingor
derinclassrooms, tothefiercelypetitivehighschoo

landuniversityentranceexams, toeverydaystruggle



ssuchasgang- 'retrainedtoconstantlypeteandtoeit
herstandoutorenduplostinthemasses,averyaggress
ivemindsetprevails.
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utureUSandEuropeanleaders,especiallythoseseeki

nganMBA,musteducatethemselvesinandoutoftheclas
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