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Abstract

The realization of common prosperity is the essential requirement of Chinese-style
modernization, and the 1,389 old revolutionary counties in 28 provinces and cities in China
are a key link in the process of Chinese-style modernization and development. The old
revolutionary districts are typical underdeveloped areas with a weak economic foundation,
limited channels for farmers to increase their income and a large number of low-income
groups. As an indispensable and important part of realizing common prosperity, how to
accelerate the increase of farmers' income level in the old revolutionary areas and narrow the
income gap with the developed areas is a major practical problem that needs to be solved
urgently. The Digital Rural Strategy has emerged in the context of the high degree of
integration of the digital economy and rural revitalization, aiming to use digital technology to
help agriculture and rural areas achieve high-quality development and activate the
endogenous development power of farmers. As an important hand in realizing rural
revitalization and common prosperity, digital village construction has been given high
expectations in promoting farmers' income and improving their well-being. However, there is
no in-depth theoretical and empirical research on whether digital rural construction can
effectively empower farmers in old revolutionary areas and other backward areas to improve
their income levels, and through what mechanism.

Therefore, this thesis focuses on digital rural construction and farmers' income in old
revolutionary areas, takes 935 counties in old revolutionary areas across the country as the
research object, based on the 2018—2020 county digital rural index released by the Institute
of New Rural Development of Peking University in cooperation with Ali Research Institute,
and utilizes between digital rural construction and farmers' income in old revolutionary areas.
correlation and spatial clustering characteristics, and further construct a spatial measurement
model to explore the mechanism and spatial spillover effect of digital rural construction to
promote farmers' income increase in old revolutionary areas.

The results of the study show that: (1) Digital rural construction and farmers' income
level in the old revolutionary areas have similar spatial distribution characteristics, both show
the spatial distribution pattern of "decreasing from the eastern coastal area to the inland area",
and there is a large range of spatial coupling between the two, with obvious spatial correlation.

(2) Digital village construction can significantly improve the income level of farmers in the
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old revolutionary areas, the four sub-dimension test found that the income-generating effect of
digital village construction on the old revolutionary areas mainly consists of digital
infrastructure, rural economic digitization, rural governance digitization, and the income
generating effect of rural economic digitization has not been effectively released due to the
existence of the threshold effect. (3) Spatial effect decomposition finds that there is a spatial
spillover effect of digital village construction on farmers' income increase in the old
revolutionary areas, but this spillover effect only occurs among the non-poor counties, and
there is no significant spatial spillover effect in the poverty-eradication counties, and the
win-win situation of complementary cooperation among the poverty-eradication counties has
not been fully formed. (4) Heterogeneity analysis found that the income generating effect of
digital village construction on poverty-stricken counties in old revolutionary areas is better
than that of non-poor counties, and the income-generating effect on the western part of old
revolutionary areas is better than that of old revolutionary areas in the east and central parts of
the country, which indicates that the inclusive effect of digital village construction has the
advantage of inclusive growth, and it can help low income areas to realize a higher level of
income improvement. (5) Mechanism analysis found that the income-generating effect of
digital village construction on old revolutionary areas can be improved by improving the
income-generating effect of the old revolutionary areas. effect can be realized through three
channels: improving the entrepreneurial activity, the level of e-commerce development, and
the level of digital inclusive finance in the old revolutionary areas.

Based on the research findings, this article draws the following policy insights: (1)
Accelerate the process of digital rural construction in revolutionary old areas, and promote the
leapfrog development of revolutionary old areas. (2) Make up for the shortcomings of digital
rural construction in revolutionary old areas and maximize the benefits of digital rural
construction. (3) Realize the income increasing effect of digital rural construction on
revolutionary old areas through multiple channels, and improve the well being of farmers in
revolutionary old areas. (4) Intensify digital assistance to underdeveloped areas and
vulnerable groups such as revolutionary old areas, and fully leverage the inclusive growth

advantages of digital rural construction.

Key Words: Old revolutionary base areas; Digital rural construction; Farmers incomes

growth; Common prosperity; Spatial econometric model
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