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Beijing Opera, also called Peking Opera, is our national opera. It came into being (JEJ) after 1790 and has a history

of over 200 years. Its music and singing came from Xipi and Erhuang in Anhui and Hubei. The Guangxu Emperor (#f 1)

and Empress Dowager Cixi were also crazy about Beijing Opera and helped develop the art form.

There are four main roles in Beijing Opera: Sheng, Dan, Jing, Chou. Sheng is the leading male (53 1%) actor. For
example, a Wusheng is a soldier or fighter. A Xiaosheng is a young man. A Laosheng is an old man with beard (#{¥) . Dan

is the female (Z¢f4) role. Jing, mostly male, is the face painted role and Chou is the comedy (3 J&#|) actor or clown (/)
H .

Beijing Opera is full of famous stories, beautiful facial paintings, wonderful gestures and fighting. Some of the stories
are from history books, but most are from famous novels. The people in the stories usually can't agree with each other. They

become angry, unhappy, sad and lonely. Sometimes they are afraid and worried. Then they find a way to make peace with

(5#H1) each other. Everyone is usually happy in the end.

Beijing Opera is an important part of Chinese culture. In China it used to be popular with old people while young people
didn't like it very much. However, more young people are becoming interested in it nowadays. And more people around the
world are learning about Beijing Opera's special singing, acting and facial paintings.

1. Beijing Opera's singing is from.

A. Anhui and HubeiB. (he history bookC. the literature and novelsThe second paragraph of (he passage is about theof
Beijing Opera.

A. storiesB. paintingsC. rolesFrom the passage, we know the role Chou most probably hasa (n) feature.

A. honestB. funnyC. seriousWhich is TRUE according to the passage?

A. Peking Opera is full of different gestures.

B. There are only four roles in Beijing Opera.

C. Beijing Opera is the most popular in the world.
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Among all traditional Chinese operas, types of facial makeup in Peking Opera have developed into the most systematic

one. Different colors are used to show different characters, but at first, only three colors were used: red, white, and black.

Red is generally used to show that a role is honest, frank and loyal. In
fact, red is originally just to show the color of people's skin. Because many roles
use red and black to show they are very brave and honest, red gradually has

another meaning. A typical " red full face,, is Guan Yu, known fbr his loyalty

A to his emperor, Liu Bei.

/ \ The role with the white face commonly seen on (he stage is bad in human

nature. Typical characters are Cao Cao. who was powerful but cruel in the time
of the Three Kingdoms, and Qin Hui, who put the national hero Yue Fei to

death.

The black face shows either a rude and brave character or a fair and
selfless personality. Typical characters of the former are Zhang Fei with a black
angry butterfly face of Romance of the Three Kingdoms and Li Kui of Water
Margin, and a typical character of the latter is Bao Zheng, a fearless and fair

official of the Song Dynasty.

Later, other colors are gradually added to them, such as purple, symbolizing justice; yellow used fbr soldiers, showing
bravery; blue, showing a character has a strong personality and is very calculating.
5. The color of red is originally used to show.

A. aperson's skinB. a character's bravery C. a role's honesty, frankness and loyaltyWhy does the role of Qin Hui have a

white face?



A. Because he was powerful.

B. Because he was cruel.

C. Because he pul the national hero to death.

6. Typical characters of the black face in this passage are.
A. Zhang Fci and Li KuiZhang Fei, Bao Zheng and Li Kui

B. Zhang Fei, Water Margin and Bao ZhengThere arecolors mentioned in the facial makeup of Peking Opera.
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Last Friday, for our weekly event, we watched Peking Opera at the Qingdao Grand Theatre. As a young man from the

United States, it was my first time to watch live Peking Opera, and it was special.



Peking Opera, also known as Beijing Opera, is called ” 5{fil|(Jingju)" in Chinese. It is a traditional Chinese opera and has
a history of over 200 years. It is an art form that combines music, vocal performance, dance and acrobalics (#44%) . The works
of Peking Opera are mainly based on Chinese history and traditional stories and customs.

The performance we watched that night was called Meeting the Queen and Hitting the Dragon (£#8) . The siory is
from a Chinese classic literature. Bao Zheng was one of (he most well-known ancient Chinese government officials in Chinese
history. One day, he met an old lady on his way back home. The old lady claimed herself as the mother of the emperor and
had been set up by others. After checking that the old lady was the emperor's mother, Bao Zheng helped her (o get back to (he
capital and she blamed the emperor for all (he misery (¥ X£) she had suffered. She ordered Bao Zheng to punish the emperor

and Bao Zheng hit the dragon robe instead of hitting the emperor in order to save himself from being punished.

When the opera started, we were amazed by the unique sound made by the musical instruments. They were in perfect
cooperation with the singing of the performers. Also, the costumes the performers wore were extremely beautiful and attractive
as they have several colours and patterns on each one of them. The performers also "told” (he story by (heir movement. For
example, a walk around the stage would mean they took a long trip somewhere. Even though it was kind of hard fbr us to ge
used to the music and to follow the story, we were glad that we decided to join the event! We look forward to such an event

again. It really helps us know more about Chinese culture.

A. paid a visit to China

C. learned about Peking Opera

10. Paragraph 2 mainly (ells us.
A. how to watch Peking Opera

C. about some facts of Peking Opera

6. Before he came to Qingdao, the writer has never,

B. paid a visit to China B. watched live Peking Opera

C. learned about Peking Opera D. taken part in the weekly event
11. Paragraph 2 mainly (ells us.

B. how to watch Peking Opera B. how to develop Peking Opera

C. about some facts of Peking Opera D. about the history of Peking Opera

11. After Bao Zheng heard what the old lady told him, he.
A. looked into it first B. had no idea what to dothought she was being set upD. helped her get to the capital in no time
12. Bao Zheng just hit the dragon robe because.

A. he was told to do so by the queenhe didn't think the emperor was responsible



B. he didn't want to be punished by the emperorhe wanted to show the queen that the emperor was right
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Beijing Opera is also called Peking Opera. 11 came into being after 1790 when the famous four Anhui opera troupes (%%,
PE) came to Beijing. Its music and singing (PE/%) come from Xipi and Erhuang in Anhui and Hnbei. Its costumes arc all
fascinating and artistic. It is the highest expression of the Chinese culture. It's full of famous stories, beautiful facial paintings,
and wonder gestures and fighting. This kind of opera is very popular with Chinese people. There are four main roles in Beijing
Opera: Sheng, Dan, Jing and Chou. Sheng is the leading male (53{%) actor. For example, a Wusheng is a soldier or fighter
Xiaosheng is a young man. A Laosheng is an old man Dan is the female (ZZ14) role. Jing, mostly male, is the face-painted
role and Chou is the comedy actor or clown. Stories in Beijing Opera are very interesting. Some of them are from the history
book, but most of them are from the literature, especially famous novels. The people in the story usually have some

disagreements. They become angry and unhappy. They arc sad and lonely,

Sometimes they are nervous and worried. Then they find a way to make peace. The stories usually end with happiness
and laughter and people are all happy in the end.

I1. Beijing Opera's singing is from.



A. Anhui and Hubei B. Beiiing and Anhui C. the history book

14. The second paragraph(% % )of the reading is about the of Beijing Opera.
A. stories B. roles C. paintings

15. From the reading, we know the role Chou most probably has a(n) feature.
A. honest B. funny C. dull

Which of the following i1s lhe role Sheng?




16. Which of the following statements is TRUE?
A. Peking Opera is full of different gestures.

B. There are only four roles in Beijing Opera.

C. Beijing Opera is the most popular in the world [ %251 ABBCA  [f#EdT Y ASCURAE 17t il ok F 22 Forsi At AT
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Any introduction to Peking Opera would not be complete without telling of Mei Lan fang. During his stage life, he

combined (f5&) the traditions of the past and his own creations, creating a style of his own and giving birth to "The Mei Lan

fang School". He was also the first artist to introduce Peking Opera to foreigners, winning international fame (447 ) in the

world. For half a century. Mei Lan fang was a household name in China.

Mei Lan fang began his stage life at the age of 8. His teacher said he showed little hope because of his boring eyes. To
improve this, he exercised them day after day. He would fly kites and look at them moving slowly in a blue sky. He also kept
pigeons in order to look at them flying higher and higher until they disappeared into the clouds. Thanks to his efforts, he
managed lo change his dull eyes into a pair of bright and expressive eyes and win national fame before the age of 20.

In over 50 years on the stage, Mei Lanfang played no less than 100 different characters in the traditional Peking Opera

performance (Kj#) .He completely changed both stage make-up and costumes, and made characters' performance richer. He
also wrote many new plays, designing the dances himself. They arc part of the great legacy (i) that he left to Peking

Opera.
In 1930, Mei Lanfang started on a successful US tour. There his great performances fascinated the audience, making

them realize that Peking Opera was a most valuable form of art.



18. What docs the first sentence of the passage mean in Paragraph 17?7

A. Peking Opera would not be well-known without Mei Lanfang.

B. Mei Lanfang made Peking Opera a complete art form.

C. Mei Lanfang won international fame in the world.

D. Mei Lanfang plays an important role in Peking Opera.

19. How long did it (ake Mei Lanfang (o exercise his eyes into bright and expressive ones?
A. About 8 years.B. About 10 years.

C. About 12 years.D. About 14 years.

20. What is the main idea of the passage?

A. The history of Peking Opera.

B. Mei Lan fang's early stage life.

C. Mei Lanfang's great contributions to Peking Opera.

D. The creations of Peking Opera by Mei Lanfang.
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Erhu is a kind of traditional Chinese musical instrument. There are many English names for erlui as urheen and urhicn.

When I listened to the sound oferhu, I fell in love with the instrument.
I was born in a traditional Chinese family. My grandfather is a fan of Peking Opera and erhu music. When I was very

young, my grandpa often sang Peking Opera as he played erhu. Sometimes the melody was exciting, sometimes sad. I was



attracted by the sound of erhu.

At (he age of eight, I decided to learn to play erhu. At the beginning, I had great interest in playing it. But I found it
difficult lo play it soon. I wanted to give up. My grandfather encouraged me to hold on. Up till now I have been playing erhu
for six years. I have already passed Level 9. 1 even got the first prize in the instrument competition. Now I feel so proud that 1
can play erhu well.

19. Where is Erhu from?
A. It's from America.B. It's from France.

C. It's from China. D. It's from the UK.
20. According to the passage, "urhcen' is.

A. another English name of erhuthe Chinese spelling of erlui

B. the sound of erhuanother English name of Peking Opera

21. Who encouraged the writer not to give up playing erhu?

A. Her teacher. B. Her grandfather. C. Her fans.D. Her parents.

22. How old is the writer?

A. She is 8 years old.B. She is 9 years old.

C. She is 14 years old.D. She is 15 years old.

23. After reading the passage, we can know.

A. the writer found it boring to play erhu at the beginningthe writer has passed Level 10

B. the writer has never entered any instrument competitionthe writer fell so proud that she can play erhu well
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Yu Bo is a 26 driver in Beijing. Taxi drivers are always good talkers, but Yu is not. Instead of 27 passengers (%) ,
he plays his original (J5€1) songs.

Yu was bom in a family of "world music". His father can play some musical instruments ( /%8 ) and his motheris a

Peking Opera (5{J& I] ) lover. He gets some talent in music because of growing up in such a 28 He can always sing alon
with the music no matter what kind it is. He says "some of my favorite songs can make me 29because they are so

touching (/B A )

Yu drives a taxi for years. He works for about 10 hours. He starts work at about 30 has lunch at a dining hall and 31 home
at 4 p.m., because he wants to spend more time with his family. He always lets the music on while driving. Some of the songs
are his own original works. He spends his 32 time in the music studio ( T/E%) torecord (ki) songs. It opens a new world
for him. At first, he covers (#HFE) other singers' songs. But now he writes and sings original songs. And he also loves his job.
Every day, he drives 33 passengers to all the places in Beijing. I can have fun and get the money at the same time. There 1s no
better job than this.

As a taxi driver and singer, he is on many 34 and signed a contract (%5#]) with a record company (Mg /" ~5]) . He
feels his dream comes true. "Driving a taxi and singing are always my 35 things. It is really good luck for me to drive and sing

together", Yu says.

26. A. busB. train C. taxi

27. A. playing withB. talking with C. getting on with
28. A. clubB. family C. class

29. A. afraidB. excited C. cry

30 .A 4amB.6am. C. 4 p.m.

31. A. leavesB. arrives C. joins

32. A. freeB. busy C. quiet

33. A. difficultB. interesting C. different

34. A. CD playersB. radio stations C. TV shows

35. A. relaxingB. funny C. favorite
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