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Abstract

Abstract

The world today is facing unprecedented changes in a century, the external environment
is complicated, labor costs and environmental costs continue to rise and the trade friction
between China and the United States continues to heat up for the sustained and stable growth
of China's exports have brought many unstable factors, making the low factor cost advantage
that originally supported the rapid growth of China's exports continue to weaken. According to
the recommendations of the "14th Five-Year Plan", we should base on the internal circulation,
adhere to the strategic basis of expanding domestic demand, and accelerate the cultivation of
new advantages in participating in international cooperation and competition. At present,
China's foreign trade is in the critical period of transforming from high-speed growth to high-
quality growth. How to cultivate new advantages of export competition through domestic
demand market has become an important problem to be solved urgently.

Whether from the perspective of the level of consumer demand or from the perspective of
the structure of consumer demand, the consumer demand in the domestic market presents
diversified and multi-level characteristics, that is, there is multi-level market demand, which
may have an impact on the export technical complexity of enterprises. However, combined with
the existing literature, there is still a lack of comprehensive and systematic research on the
impact of multi-level market demand on the production and export activities of micro-
enterprises. In view of this, based on the data of China's A-share listed companies from 2003
to 2016, customs data and urban statistical yearbook data, this thesis measures the difference in
residents' consumption level by the ratio of urban and rural per capita consumption expenditure,
and the difference in residents' consumption structure by the ratio of urban and rural per capita
Engel's coefficient, so as to depict the characteristics of domestic multi-level market demand.
And then explore its influence on the export technical complexity of listed enterprises. The
results show that: (1) The difference of consumer demand level has a significant negative
impact on the technological complexity of export, and the difference of consumer demand
structure has a significant positive impact on the technological complexity of export. This
conclusion is still valid under the endogeneity test and robustness test. (2) The influence of
domestic multi-level market demand on the export technology complexity of enterprises is
heterogeneous depending on the region of the enterprise, the industry of the enterprise, the size
of the enterprise and the size of the city. Specifically, the influence of domestic multi-level

market demand on enterprises in eastern China, technology-intensive and capital-intensive
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enterprises, small and large-scale enterprises and medium and large-scale cities is more
significant. (3) The mechanism test results show that the level of consumer demand has a
negative impact on the technological complexity of enterprises' export through scale effect and
research and development effect, and the structure of consumer demand promotes the
improvement of technological complexity of enterprises' export through scale effect, research
and development effect and diversification effect.

The findings of this thesis provide theoretical reference for relevant policy making. On the
one hand, we should pay attention to the large-scale market characteristics of domestic market
demand, narrow the gap between regions, improve the employment and consumption level of
residents, and give play to the positive effect of China's large-scale market cultivating
enterprises’ new advantages in export competition; on the other hand, it actively guides
enterprises to make good use of the characteristics of differentiated domestic demand structure,
and under the guidance of relevant policies to promote the upgrading of consumption structure,
flexibly carry out echelon new product innovation, and enhance their competitiveness in the

international market by improving their export technological complexity.

Key Words: Multi-level; Enterprise innovation; Technological complexity of enterprises'
exports
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