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Buck lived at a big house in the sun-kissed Santa Clara Valle*
Judge Miller's place, it was called. It stood back from the road
iden among the trees, through which glimpses could be caugh
& wide cool veranda that ran around its four sides. The house
wroached by gravelled driveways which wound about through
widespreading lawns and under the interlacing boughs of tall
plars. At the rear things were on even a more spacious scale
s front. There were great stables, where a dozen grooms and
hald forth, rows of vine-clad servants’ cottages. an endless an
wderly array of out-houses, long grape arbours, green pasiure
chards, and berry patches. Then there was the pumping plant
e artesian well, and the big cement tank whare Judge Miller's
took their marning plunge and kept cool in the hat afternoon
nd aver this great demesne Buck ruled. Here he was bomn, an
he had lived the four years of his life. It was true, there were ¢
1g5. There could not but be other dogs on so vast a place, bul
not count. They came and went, resided in the populous ken
lived obscurely in the recesses of the house after the fashion
Jots, the Japanese pug, or Ysabel, the Mexican hairless- strar
creatures that rarely put nose out of doors or sat faot to groun
Jn the other hand, there were the fox terriers, a score of them
:ast, who yelped fearful promises at Toots and Ysabel looking
he windows at them and protected by a legion of housemaids
with breoms and moeps.
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Buck lived at a big houss in the sun-kissed San
Judge Miller's place, it was called. It stood back

dden among the trees, through which glimpses c
we wide cool veranda that ran around its four side
pproached by gravelled driveways which wound

widespreading lawns and under the interlacing b
plars, At the rear things were on even a more sj
@ fronl. There were greal stables, where a dozer
held forth, rows of vine-clad servants' cottages, .
orderly array of out-houses, long grape arbours,

rchards, and berry patches. Then there was the |
e artesian well, and the big cement tank where

took their morning plunge and kept coal in the h
wnd over this areat demesne Buck ruled. Here he

Buck lived at a big house in the sun-kissed San
Judge Miller's place, it was called. It stood back
dden amaong the trees, through which glimpses ¢
& wide cool veranda that ran around its four side
pproached by gravelled driveways which wound
widespreading lawns and under the interlacing b
Jplars. At the rear things were on even a more 5§
@ front. There were greal slables, where a dozer
held forth, rows of vine-clad servants’ cottages. .
ordery array of out-houses, long grape arbours,
rchards, and berry patches. Then there was the |
e artesian well, and the big cement tank where
took their moming plunge and kept cool in the h
nd over this areat demesne Buck ruled. Here he
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