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William Labov

m ( born December 4, 1927) is an
American linguist, widely
regarded as the founder of the
discipline of variationist
sociolinguistics. He has been
described as "an enormously
original and influential figure who
has created much of the
methodology" of sociolinguistics.
He is employed as a professor in
the linguistics department of the | Ely-
University of Pennsylvania, and
pursues research in
sociolinguistics, language change,
and dialectology.
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Dell Hymes

m (June 7, 1927, Portland, Oregon -
November 13, 2009,
Charlottesville. Virginia) was a
sociolinguist, anthropologist, and
folklorist whose work dealt
primarily with languages of the
Pacific Northwest. He was one of
the first to call the fourth subfield
of anthropology "linguistic
anthropology" instead of
"anthropological linguistics." The
terminological shift draws
attention to the field's grounding
in anthropology rather than in
what by that time was already
become an autonomous discipline
(linguistics).
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Peter Trudgill

m (born 1943 in Norwich, England)
is a sociolinguist, academic and
author. He grew up in Norwich,

where he attended the City of
Norwich School from 1955.

m Trudgill studied modern
languages at King's College.
Cambridge. He was later awarded
a Ph.D. from the University of
Edinburgh in 1971. He taught in
the Department of linguistic
science at the University of
Reading from 1970 to 1986,
before becoming professor of
sociolinguistics at the University
of Essex.
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